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RESEARCH COUNCIL OF LITHUANIA ACTIVITY REPORT 2015

1. Basis for the activities of the Research Council of Lithuania and quality
assurance

1.1. Principal documents governing the activities of the Research Council of
Lithuania

The founder of the Research Council of Lithuania (hereinaftdre Council) is the Seimas tife
Republic of Lithuania (hereinafterthe Seimas of the RL).

The Chairman of the Counciin the period 01 January 204831 December 201%yas
ProfDr5! LbL} { I''wh[5!l{ t!}| ¢!l @

The basis for the activities of th€ouncilis the Law on Higher Education and Research of the
Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter LHER), whereby the Council was
designated to act as an advisory body for Beimasof the RL andhe  The purpose of the Council is
Government of the RL othe research and training of researchers, d€finedin the Regulations of

.. . . . the Council approved by
participate in promoting esearch and development (social, cultural) oo 1 o-"No 625 of 29
programmes, implementhe programme and competitive funding of pecember 2009 of the Seimas
research and development (social, culturalpd orgarise the assessment of the RL.
of research activities carried out in Lithuania.

The Council consists of the Board, the Research Foundation and two expert committees: the
Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences (hereingft€HSS), and the Committee of Naturatlan
Technical Sciences (hereinafter ONTS. The Council consists of 29 members who according to the
Regulations of the Council are appointed for a term of office of five yeaaxifnumtwo consecutive
terms). Half of the Members of the Council are replaaethe half way stage of five-year term of office.

In 2015, Prof. Konstantinas Pileckas, Chairman of the CNTS, Deputy Chairman of the Catecil and
SASYUGAFAO {SONBGIFNE . NAIAGI { S MithFtheyterd bfcofice (ofl theNB &
members of the Council appointed by the Seimas in June B@a8ng the expiryin AugustSeptember
2015, the Councilotated its members of the Vlllerm of office.The new Deputy Chairman of the Council
and the Scientific Secretary were selected by thinister for Education and Science from applications
proposed by the academic community. On 7 August 2015, the selection groups set up by thMPigtes
for the RL proposed 20 candidatesthe Minister for Education and Science for positions on €idSS and
the CNTC of the Council; the candidates were selected from a long list compiled by reseaesiearsh
organisatiors, research and studies intsttions as well as public authorities {otal 88 candidates were
proposed). Out of the total number of proposed candidates Mmister for Education and Science
proposedfive candidates to the CNTS, and four candidates to the CHSS; the proposed esndielat
submitted for public consideration. According to a proposal of the Government of the RL the list of the
Council members was approved by Resolution Ne2249 of 23 December 2015 of the Seimas of the RL
On theAmendment of Resolution No. XH0 d 27 June 2013 of the Seimas of the Republic of Lith@mia
the Approval ofMembers of the Research Council of Lithuania

After the Resolution of the Seimas of the RL came into effect, two new merab#re Board of the
Counciltook up their positionsProf. Habil. DOWA N} & . y&@ax | SIFR 2F GKS 5SL
Faculty of Physics of the University of Vilnius (hereinaftétJ) (Deputy Chairman of the Council, Chairman
of the CNTS, and DReda Cimmperman, Junior Researcher of the Laboratory of Aquatmmlbgy of the
Institute of Botany of the Nature Research Institute (Scientific Secretary of the Council)

Asof 30 December 2015, CNTS of the VIII term of the Cowetiitbmed three new member®rof.

Dr. Albertas Bitinas, Chief Researcher of the Magnesystem Laboratory at the Open Access Centre for
al NAYyS wSaSIkNDOK 2F (KS | yeKD)SMGL Habd. D2 NI Wit & A +8 RILR
Vascular Disease Clinics of the Faculty of Medicine of the VU, Prof.#abiS RA YA y I & Head of { A T



0KS t ®. & ~ A PebdbalovaE the Ihstidtesoh Hedogy2oAtBe VMTI GTo members of the
CNTS were appointed fax second term of office: Prof. Habil. .DiPavelas Duchovskis, Head of the
Laboratory of Plant Physiology of the lhge of Haticulture of the Lithuanian Research Centre for

I ANA Odzf GdzZNB ' yR C2NBAGNRT YR [AYlLA YdzlbAyaillas
Medicine of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences.

Four new memberswere appointed tothe CHsS:t NBR T & 51 NA 2 dza . SAY 2N
Department of Philosophy of Law and Legal History of Mykolas Romeris University (herejridfRty),
Assoc. Prof. Liutauras Kraniauskas, Head of the Centre for Studies of Social Change of the Faculty of Sc
{OASyOSa G4 GKS CI Odz Ge& 27T ,Br2S8ulius Pivofas) AsSof. PHA at thd
Public Administration Department at the Faculty of Political Sciences and Diplomacy at Vytautas Magnu
Universiy (hereinafter¢ VGU), and DiMikasVaicekauskas, Head of the Textology division of the Institute
of the Lithuanian Literature and Folklore (hereinaitdrLTI).

The establishment of this neWouncil ensured the continuity of its operations, the continued
implementation of the objectiveset forth in the strategic operation plan and the achievement of the
intended results.

1.2. Discussions regarding improvement of the Regulations of the Council

Discussions regarding improvement of the Regulations of the Council were ongoing throughout 2015
In response to the Resolution regarding Item 5 (Minutes No-RQ8) of the meeting of 10 June 2015 of
the Committee on Education, Science and Culture of the Seimas of the RL communicated by L&&er No
2115 on 16 June 2015, the Council by its Letterd$956 of 27 July 201Begarding the implementation of
the findings and the recommendations of the comparative and other studies of research aatiditated
that certain aspects ofhe Regulations of the Research Council of Lithuania approved byuRasdo. X
625 of 22 December 2009 of the Government of the RL (hereinafagulations of the Councitpdto be
improved. The discussions of the Board and the Committees of the Council regarding any potentia
improvements of the Regulations of the @wil were summarised at a plenary meeting of the Countil o
October 12. The meeting proposed to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the Regulations specifical
identifying the provisions preventing efficient performance of the Council. Members ofdbad noted
that the most important taskvas to pool competence order to addres®fficiencyissuesof the entire
research and studies system, i.e. optimising the network of institutions engaged in research, eliminating
fragmentation and duplicatin, because the ongoing deliberations of the draft amendments of the LHER
create conditions for systemic decisions. The Council held that under the circumstances it was considerab
more important thanimprovingthe Regulations of a single institution. The Cadliexpressed its opinion
regarding a possible model of the Council's activity to the Committee of Education, Science and Culture ¢
the Seimas of the RL by its Letter No-1280 of 13 October 201Regarding theDraft Law on the
Amendment of the Law on gtier Education and Research Ne2X42 (see Suksectionl.1.1of the Report).
Having regard to the circumstancate Council was of the opinidhat the issue of improvement of the
Regulations of the Council@hld be considered only after adoption of the amended LHER.

2. Principal activities of the Council

For the purpose of implementing Lithuanian science policy the Council carries out experimental
activities, evaluation of scientific activitieand also ensues that Lithuanian research and development
issues are representedin the working groups of the European Union (hereinaftethe EU) and
international organisations.

The functions and the tasks of the Council as set forth in the LHER and the ReguofatenSouncil
can bebroken downinto three key groups: expert activity, programshased competitive funding of
research and other activities, and participation in the creatiothefinternational research area.



2.1. Expert activities of the Council

The Counil is obliged to provide advice to tl&eimason issues related to research and training of
researcherslt alsoorganise evaluation of research activities, examgand submis proposals concerning
the efficiency of research activities and their cohererwith the needs of the State. The documents
produced by the Council and their drafts are introduced to the Ministry of Education and Science of the RL
research and studies institutions. The internet website of the Cownwik.Imt.It publishes Resolutions of
the Council,and information on forthcoming open plenary meetings of the Council. Proposals and
recommendations drafted by the Council are communicated to the Seimas, the Government, the Ministry
of Education and Smice and other public authorities of the RL. The Council cooperates with the
Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Seimas of the RL, the Ministry of Education and Scien
on an ongoing basis.

2.1.1 Consideration of the draft Law on Higher Education and Research

Gonsideration of the draft LHEReganin 2015at the SeimasThe first hearing of the draft Law at the
Committee of Education, Science and Culture of the Seimas was held on 14 October 2015. Having examin
the draft Law on amendment of theHER of the RL No.-242 of 3 July 2015 drawn up by the Ministry of
Education and Science (hereinaftethe Draft) the Council delivered its comments and proposals.

The Council noted that:

1. Section lll of the Draftaw lacked consistency in defining thestitutions forming and
implementing the research and studies policig® network of expert and advisory institutions was formed
in a somewhat eclectic manner.

2. In the Draft law studies and research activitiese regulated to a different degreef detail, as
the provisions regulating studies are excessively detailed, amdmore appropriate for secondary
legislation than the LHER.

3.  The Draflaw does not address systemic issues, and in particular those related to the principles
of funding of the entire resarch and studiesystem the Draft has failed to build a clear research activities
assessment system, and its explicit links itidgetaryappropriations.

4.  The Draftlaw also failed to clearly define the possibilities for innovative forms of doctoral
studies (Article 77(10)), abisis considered importanfor anticipatingways to implement the expertise of
the other EU States for the purpose of legitimising the industrial doctoral training that would undoubtedly
contribute toanactual cooperation betwee science and research.

The Council also voiced its views concerning the establishmentehtre forResearch of Lithuanian
EconomicPolicy, since the main reason fastablishing such eentre is the need for applied researchne
Council noted that sutresearch could be carriegut through the Council at the initiative of economic
entities, or such research could be commissioned directly by ministadser than by the establishment of
a new institution.

The Council submitted 15 specific proposalgareling the Draft with commentaries. One of the
proposals concerned regulation of the structure and the activities of the Council (Article 14 of the Draft). It
was noted that the Council is a budgetary institution incorporated by the Seimas of the Rifptbéts
heads, in the same manner as the heads of all other institutssasubordinate to the Seimas of the RL,
and shouldtherefore be appointed by the Seimathus granting to the incorporator extended possibilities
to directly supervise the activés of the institutionti founded. The Draft proposed to define more clearly
the singleperson and the collegial body of the Council, amdefine detailed procedures fdahe selection
and appointment of members of the committees in the Regulations ofQbencil, rather tharn the Draft
law. Another proposal concerned an obligation of the Council as an expert institution to participate in
discussing any issues relatedth® research and studies system, thus at least partly taking into account the
recommendations offered by external experts to strengthen this area of the Council's activity, and a
suggestion to enhance the diversity of internal structuvasich could beformed internally within the
Council.


http://www.lmt.lt/

All the proposals of the Council were submittedthe Committee of Education, Science and Culture
of the Seimas by Letter No.-4380Regarding théraft Law on Higher Education and Research Ne24&2J
of the Republic of Lithuani 13 October 2015.

2.1.2. Drafting of new national research programmes

In order to ensure funding for hidi competert research and thus promote the competitiveness of
Lithuanian science, early in 20t Councitompleted drawing up five new national research programmes
(hereinafter¢ NRP). Those NRP were originally developety @ar2014, and publishefbr the first timein
June 2014 (presented to the ministries concerned, and research community, submitted to Lithuanian anc
foreign experts)In July 2014, the projects were presented to the Ministry of Education and Science of th
RL betweenSeptemberand November the projects were adjusted according to the proposals submitted by
the Ministry, and in January 2015, the projects werge agairsubmitted to the Ministry of Education and
Science of the RChe NRPSustainability ohgro-, forest and water ecosystemss approved in February
2015 (Order No. ¥81 of 5 February 2015 of thilinister for Education and Science), as wellHealthy
ageing(Order No W82 of 5 February 2015), followed by the approval of the MRI-beingsaciety (Order
No. V166 of 2 March 2015 of th#inister for Education and Science) in March, and the NR®ards
future technologiesn May (Order No. 80 of 8 May 2015 of th®linister for Education and Science of the
RL).

The draftof a NRPModernity inLithuaniawas retuned by the Ministry of Education and Scierce
further correction The objectives, tasks and the instruments for the implementation were specified and
narrowed down according to the comments and suggestions of the experts engagedebMitiistry, and
the expected results were specified so that humanities and social sciences are oriented towards relevan
innovative and international research activities able to bring science clogbetspecific needs of society
and the state. Once th#linistry of Education and Science approves the NREernity in Lithuanighe
Council intends to publish the first call for proposals under the programme in H1, 2016.

2.1.3. Preparation of the project Development of the Lituanistika database

In 2015, Resolutio Na. 1372 of 14 November 2012 of the Government of theCRLthe approval of
areasfor the development of Lithuanian studies in 2&20and Order No. \395 of 10 May 2013 of the
Ministry of Education and Science of the@®Lthe Approval of thePlan for ImplementingMeasuredor the
Development of Lithuaniartilies in 2012020formulated the need for the@ngoingproject Development
of the Lituanistika databas¢o be implemented through cooperation of the Council with Lithuanian
research and higher edation institutions and libraries. The documents concerned noted that one of the
most important factors for improving the quality of Lithuanian studies was an efficient research output
evaluation system, i.e. specification of evaluation criteria, lyigjudified experts and extensive inclusion
of young researchersinter alia the documents specifically underlined the importance of modern
infrastructure, i.e. data dissemination by modern means, smoothly functioning open access databases tha
will facilitatte communicating the result®f Lithuanian studies to the national and the international
academic area making the relevant authors visible not only in Lithuania, but also abroddevédiepment
of the Lituanistika databasproject provides for a range ofctivities to address the issues raised in the
documents referred t@bove:

1. continue storage and preservation of publications in the area of Lithuanian studies dispersed in
different Lithuanian and global formation resources;

2. engageexpertsfor selectingthe best publications in Lithuanian studies, collect and store the
data and the results gfeer review

3. draw up and disseminat®verviews of peereview studies of publications in Lithuanian
studies;

4, increase the accessibility and openness of Lithuaniagiesuypublications;

5. maintain and develop a modern infrastructure for the results and the dissemination of
Lithuanian studies.



The intended project implementation period is 2@2818.
2.1.4. Promotion of innovations

During 2015, the Council continued discussiggarding the promotion of research and (social and
cultural) development (hereinafteg R&D). The Council presented its opinion regarding the promotion of
R&D to the Government of the RL, the Ministry of Economy and the Ministry of Education and $€ience
the RL, and participated at meetings of the Strategic Council of thinRhe opinion of the Council, the
current possibilities and potential of the Council, the other Ministries, as well as of the Agency for Science
Innovations and Technologies (Mi)Tare notyet fully realisedin seeking a material breakthrough in the
area of R&D and innovations, therefore no new institutions or structures should be established as that
would be followed by a timgaking and complicated process of a division of @gtiareas. In the opinion of
the Council,the most important taskat the moment is toseek further improvement othe culture of
research and business communities, while the innovation activity promotion methods should be analysec
on the basis of a comprelnsive analysis of the global innovations contesther than on the basis of
several states

The Council submitted its proposals regarding promotion of the innovations and technology
development policy and the drafting of related legal acts to the waylgroup set up by Order No. 254 of
22 December 2014 of the Prind&inister forthe RL.

The Council suggested that the research and development competitions organisedsiguit
support R&D projects related to innovations and development and whose impiemseintend to reach at
least Stage 5 of the R&D (ilmdertaking to verify a model by simulating actual conditions, or introduce to
the public inthe case of an art object project), and a no higher than Stage 6 of the R&D (i.e. undertake to
develop a pototype ora pilot version). The achievement of Stage 5 or Stage 6 of the R&D cycle should be
related to new knowledge that couldlso be equally acquired outside the R&D project concerned: this
would ensure that the innovations and technological developtequired for addressing technological
problems in the public and private sector are based on high level research.

The Council noted that ensuring continuity of fundiiog projects selected as winners of research
and development competitios) and for the smooth conversion of such projects into innovations requires
close cooperation between the Council and the MITA for the purpose of developing and implementing
integrated and complementary R&D project funding schen@stinuity could be ensured by the WA
undertaking to continue the funding of research and development projects funded by the Council and that
hawe acheved Stage 5 and Stage 6 of R&D that future implementers of the project coudvenreach
Stage 9 of the R&D (i.e. the consumer and/ce ttustomer could evaluate a new project), or the projects
developed as a result of the projectould be introduced to the market.The Council proposed an
arrangement under whick the applicants of the projects funded by it are research and studiestitistis,
then in case of thefurther funding of the projects by the MITA the applicants should be business entities
together with research and studies institutians

The Council proposeithat the term 'a Stage of R&D' used in Resolution No. 650 of 6 Juriedi@ie
Government of the RL be replacedthg term 'level of technological preparedness'.

2.1.4.1. Technology Development Commission of the Council

The most important activity of the Technology Development Commission of the Council is to submit
proposals regardig the provision of more advantageous conditions for the technological development of
Lithuania, i.e. research able to promotiee productive innovations required for resolving technological
challenges in the private and the public sectdihe conditions lao established grovision that the
problems may and must be resolved through carrying out degkl research activities. The Technology
Development Commission drew up essential guidelines for dbmpetition conditions of technology
development projectsthe guidelines are designed to pdbk resourcesvailable to project implementers
and channel them to implement the projectisus facilitating closer cooperation between the researchers
and business partne@nd an appropriate use of the funds allocdt® the projects; the guidelines provide

10



for a possibility to allocate larger weight to the adaptability and the technological development of a
research, and obligate project partners to contribute at leas#d.0f the funds allocated by the Council for
the implementation of the project.

The Technology Development Commission also submitted proposals and comments regarding th
updating the Operational plan for 2042017 for the implementation of the Lithuanian Innovation
Development Programme for 2042020

2.1.4.2. Implementation of the Lithuanian Innovation Development Programme forc20p9

During 2015, the Council was an active participant in activities stipulated in the Operational plan for
2014¢2017 for the implementation of th&ithuanian Innovation Developent Programme for 2012020
Such activities includegromoting innovations and providing counselling and informatassistance to
economic entities, thus promoting the development of innovative, @fitient, environmentally friendly and
socially accgtable production and relatetechnologies, creating preconditions for building business based
on such technologies in regions, and supporting the participation of Lithuanian institutions idithte
Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme BCH#w8S of the projects under the Lithuanian
Innovation Development programme 2042D20 are implemented within the framework of the two NRP that
were first launched in 201§ Towards future technologiesnd Sustainability of agrg forest and water
ecosystemsThe Council was providing funding to projects implemented by institutions and developing the
framework for the application of electronic solutions in the public sector.

2.1.4.3. Other actions promoting innovation

The Chairman of the Council was patrticipating ie Btrategic Council for Research, Development
and Innovations headed by the PrinMinister for Lithuania, and the Group for the Coordination of
Implementation of the Research and (Se€ioltural) Development and Innovation Priorities that consider
innovatn issues on a regular basis.

The Chairman of the Council was included in the working group set up by the Chancellor's Office ©
the Government of the Rlwhich wagasked withpromotinginnovations anavhich drewup the concept of
the Law on Promotion dhnovationsin 2015 The Chairman of the Council is a member of the Innovative
Economy Council under the Ministry of Economy (Order N@3tof 13 August 2014 of the Ministéor
Economy of the RL).

2.1.5. Development of research infrastructures

European Reseeh Infrastructure Consortia (hereinafterERIC) are establish&dth the aim topool
and consolidate the resources of all countries of the European Community in view of the rapid growth of
the demand for research facilities and the increasing complefityesearch infrastructures (hereinafter
RIs), as well as the costs related to the development, upgrading and operation of Rls. International Rls are
prerequisite forthe efficient implementation of European research and development programmes, and
achieving world level and competitivenesgresearch

Research communities of thmember countries of RIs (ERIC) may effectively use and benefit from
shared infrastructures. The participation and membership in international R\seeayeelevant for ensurig
the competitiveness of national R&D and innovations.

It is essential for Lithuania to identify its interests and the ERIC or other international RIs that it wants
to participatein as a member or a partner while assumiting respective financial obligaths that such
participation involvesTo that end in 2015 the RI Commission of the Council (approved by Resolution No.
VIF13 of 16 December 2013 of the Council) updated the national Roadmap of RI (heremahter
Roadmap) originally drafted in 2014. Thoadmap presentsand assesses information about the
infrastructures of national importance, discusses the development and the strategy of the RI, and analyse
the interfaces with the infrastructures of the Roadmap of the European Strategy Forum Research
Infrastructures, and other RIs.
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Acting in accordance with the relevant provisions of Council regulation (EC) No. 728200®
Community legal framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortiuln(@R0OD9 L 206), the
LHER, and thBescripion of the procedure for participation at international Rgoroved by Order No.-¥Y068
of 2 July 2012 of théinister for Education and Science, and tBescription of the procedure for the
participation of Lithuanian institutions in international Rigroved by Order No. X068 of 2 July 2012 of
the Minister for Education and Science, and tiescription of the procedure for the initiation of the
participation of Lithuanian institutions in international Rigproved by Order No. V1R7 of 17 December
2012 of the Council, the Rl Commission of the Council exantireeplans on participation in international
RI infrastructuresudbmitted by research and studies institutions and their consortia.

The RI Commission of the Council evaluated the proposal oéy4sding the accession of Lithuania
to the Infrastructure of theSurvey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in EurdpedARE ERIC. The
conclusions of the RI Commissidallowing approval by the Council, were submitted to the Ministry of
Education and Scienc&he conclusions included a recommendation ttreg LithuanianRl Human well
being and development, HUMRIEcome a member of the international RI. The Rl Commission of the
Council examined the application submitted by VU regarding the accession of thageesnd history
research infrastructure Aruodai (PITI Aruodai) Ttbe Digital Research Infrastructure for the Arts and
Humanities, DARIAH ERIl@hd submitted some findings and recommendations regarding possible
improvement of the membership plan.

In 2015 the RI Commission of the Council reviewed the Activity report for 2015 on the membership
of Lithuania in an international ’ie European Social Survey, ESS tBRiICithuania accedetb in 2014,
when the Council concludeal contract withKTUon 7 Mayon the implementation ofa membership plan.
During 2015, as part dhe implementation of the plan of the Lithuanian membership in the Rl ESS ERIC,
the Council archived the data and the meta data of Lithuamahe 7th wave of the ESS ensuring, as
requiredby international standards, an open access, hosted two methodological seminars on the ESS dat
analysiswhich became a forum for fosteringhe analytical competences of social sciences and other
researchers, and published two articles interpreting theadaf the research undertakings concerned.
Having evaluated the Reporthe RI Commission concluded that the membership plan is implemented
properly.

On 28 October 2014, Lithuania was admitted to themmon Language Resources and Technology
Infrastructure CLARIN that hashe status of ERIC of the European Strategy Forum for Research
Infrastructures.On 26 May 2015, a national consortium consisting of three universities (VDU acting as the
coordinator, VU and KTU) signed a contract with CLARIN. The adtawityfghe consortium was approved
by Order No. 612 of 16 June 2015 of the Ministir Education and Science of the RL, and the contract
on the implementation of the plan for 2083016 was concluded with the Council on 25 June 2015.
According to thecortract, the Consortium undertook to establish a national centre for technologies of the
Lithuanian language, assigned to the category of CLARIN B type ceamtteselop and improve language
resources and technologieand to provide consultancy to its ceamers, i.e. to the entire Lithuanian
FOFRSYAO O2YYdzyAdGed tNRBRFd wnil tSIOINIFdaA(lFAGT o1 &
the representative of Lithuania at the Council of CLARIN ERIC.wWPott IS G NJ dza { F A 0T | |
meetings of thenational representatives in Amsterdam (31 AugdsSeptember 2015), Copenhagen (19
November 2015), and the annual report seminar held on 17 December 2015 at VDU.

2.1.6. Evaluation of research (art) performance

2.1.6.1. Organisation of the evaluation

The evaluation of tb performance of Lithuanian institutions in 2GPD14 was carried out in
accordance with theMethodology for the evaluation of research (art) works of research and studies
institutionsapproved by Order No/~1128 of 10 July 2010 (version of Order NOd\0f 5 February 2015) of
the Minister for Education and<ience (hereinafteirg EvaluationMethodology, and theRegulatios on
Peer Reviewapproved by Order No.-85 of 17 April 2015 of the Chairman of the Council (hereinagter
Peer RevieRegulation. TheCouncil set up four expert panels according to research areas or groups. The
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first expert panel was evaluating the performance in humanities (hereingftd}, the second panel was
responsible for the evaluation of social sciences (hereinaft8), the hird panel was evaluating physical
sciences (hereinafter ¢ P), agriculture (hereinafterg A), biomedical (hereinafterg B), technology
(hereinafter ¢T), and the fourth panel was evaluating performance in the area of (art activities,
hereinafter¢ M).

Altogether 30 institutions submitted papers for evaluation, of which there were 14 public and 3
private universities, and 13 public research institutioAgotal of nearly 24,000 units were submitted for
formal evaluation, of which close to 19,500 weesearch papers, over 1,300 international projects, and
over 3,200 orders from economic entities. Nearly 4,500 research and art papers were submitpesbifor
review.

Research (art) papers of Level 1 were pemtiewed in accordance with the Evaluation madlelogy,
and Level 2 research (art) papers were evaluated in the formal procedure. The expert panels also evaluate
projects and contracts submitted by the relevant institution, and recognised (if appropriate) the funds that
the institutions obtained throgh participation in international research projects, or by executing orders of
economic entities for conducting R&D assignments as R&D funds.

The institutions could submit fgseer review(of Level 1 works) best works and papete number
of works and ppers,according to Item 7.2 of the Evaluatidhethodology,wasrelated to the number of
researchers working at the institutions (estimated in terms of-tiolle equivalents). With respect to a
single yearfive researchers in the H and D areas were alloteesubmit three papers, researchers in the
PABT areas could submit one paper, and nine papers in the MMagg.more papers were submitted for
the formal evaluation (of Level 2 papers) (including also Level 1 papers), because 15 researchers we
allowedto submit 15 papers in each area H and S, as well as 30 papers in the M area. There were n
limitations as to the number of PABT papers that could be submitted for evaluation, as long as the paper
could be assigned to one of the types indicated in thallationMethodology.

For the purpose of evaluating Level 2 PABT articles the experts considered the compliance with th
requirements defined in the Evaluation methodology, i.e. 1) the articles are published in scientific journals
wherethe Impact Factorsi 20%higher than the aggregate impact factor established for a specific research
category in the Thomson Reuters Database; and 2) the journals are not included in the list of journal
annually published by the Council and whose impact factor was atiifjiegnflated (due to excessive self
citation or otherwise) (hereinafter, the List). In 2012, due tthe artificially inflated impact factoy 30
journals were included in the Listjth the number bein@7 and 22, respectively in 2013 and 2014. Due to
the two reasons referred to above the Council disregarded articles in 58 joypnalsshedin 48 States.
Altogether570 articles published in such journals were disregarded.

The R& funds obtained by institutions through a participation in projects undeerirational
research programmes, or while executing orders of economic entitiefRR&D works, were considered
eligible orineligible following the provisions of th&rascatiManual, i.e. a globally applied proposed
standard practice for surveys on reseamhd experimental developmentAs a result, not all the funds
generated from contracts or projects recognised as R&D works were considered eligible, thus the proceed
from the contracts or projects were funded by the Ministry of Education and Sciencéutapean Social
Fund Agency, the Council, MITA (except the cases where the project viasded with the economic
entity concerned by the MITA, or where a Mifilided project was internationalvere not considered
eligible

2.1.6.2. Evaluation results according tesearch areas

The results othe research (art) activities of the institutions are publishadthe internet site of the
Council ittp://www.Imt.It/It/veikla/mvv/2012 -2014.htm). Theresultsare interpretedbelow. The research
(art) activity of each institution was evaluated according to four parameters:

a. total score assigned by the peer revi€wEVV),

b.  total score assignedy the formal review(z AIV),

C. total funds in LTL'00®btained through participation in projects of international research
programmes, anthe share of the proceeds considered eligitfe(T PFP)),
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d. total funds in LTL'000 obtained from economic entities in relation to execut®lg &ders,
and considereeligible(S; (USU)).

The next step wasddingup the results of each institution for three years according to seven
research (art) areas, antb selectthe five best performing institutions according to each of four
parameters. The results of an titation that was recognised as one of the top five institutions in the area
according to at least one of the four parametavigth respect to a specific research (art) areae further
specified according to the remaining three parameters. The resultthefinstitutions that were not
included in any of the top five categories, were aggregated and presented as the results of other
institutions, i.e. they are not specified. From six (T and M areas) to eleven (H area) institutions may b
indicated with respet to a single area.

Such interpretation of the results identifies the institutions with the highest research potential in a
specific area; howeverthey do not in all cases accurately represent the quality of an institution's
performance (e.g. an institidn may have just several researchebpsit its output may be of very high
quality, whileanother institution with many researchers may produce very mediocre output).

Humanities.In the area of humanitiesa distinguished position is taken by VU bathterms of the
peer review and the formal evaluation outputs should be noted that according to the results of fheer
and formalreview three research institutions were selected among the best perforngetfse Lithuanian
Institute of History (hereinafteg LIH), LLTI, the Institute of the Lithuanian Language (hereinafikit), and
VDU.

The performance of other institutions (not included among those specified in Fig. 1 in the area of
humanities evidencethe institutional distribution of the relevant reseeh potential.

The leading institutions in terms of proceeds earned from the execution of orders of economic
entities were KU, and the Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre (hereimaftsfTA), although in
terms of papers in the H area the institutiongere not included in the top five institutionsThis
disproportion between funds earned and the points scored for research papers originated when the funds
earned from art projects were indicated as assigned to the H area (the Evaluation methodologyotioes n
provide for the evaluation of art projects). A similar situation has evolved in relation to the funds earned by
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University (hereinaftafGTU). VGTU is the leading institution in terms of
income obtained through participatioin projects of international research programmes (most of whieh
projects in architecture).

Vilnius University considered as eligible the fumahounts earned through executing orders of
economic entities in amounts similar to that of the LKI, whildeinms of the funds received through
participation in projects under international research programmes, VU is not one of the to\fBrailar
situation was notedor LLI, LTI, LKI and VIith respect to the funds earned through participation in
projects or contracts: the institutions earned no funds from projects under international research
programmes, while only LKI is included in the top five according to the indicator of income from orders of
economic entities. It may be therefore concluded that tlieks between the institutions that are the
strongest in terms of research publications, and the instituitmat have obtained most funds through
participation in programmes under international research programmes, and orders of economic entities,
are \ery weak.
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Fig. 1. Results of the evaluation of the performance in the area of humanities in2m2

Social sciences (9he leading institution according to the results of Level 1 research papers in the
area of S sciences is VU. According to thaltef the evaluation of Level 2 research papers |84
significantly behind MRU. According to the evaluation of both Level 1 and Level 2 research papers the to
five includes VDU, Kaunas University of Technology (hereima#drl), and the Lithuaniannersity of
Educational Sciences (hereinafteL EU) The contribution of the research institutions in terms of papers in
social sciences is less significant than the contribution in humanities.

The performance of other institutions (not indicated in Fy.according to the evaluation of the
research papers in S were similarly outstanding, and, equally as in H area, testified to the institutiona
distribution of the scientific potential in the area

In terms of the income generated by executing orderg@inomic entities, the leading institution is
£ YR ~AldzZ AP A ¥R GefeMbitdd b gererathdNBdstyfunds (b patticipating in
projects under international research programmes. The achievements of VU when participating in projects
of international research projects were equally good,imghe area the institutiongenerated amounts
YSIENI @& G2aGrfttAy3 GKS LINRPOSSRa FTNRBY 2NRSNBA 2F S
income from executing&D orders commissioned by econan@ntities.

The Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics (hereinafteAEI) hold a strong position (ranked
second) in terms of income earned by participating in projects under international research programmes,
and from orders of economic entities. lhithuanian Social Research Institute (hereinafteSTC) earned
nearly less than half that earned by LABIm economic entities by executing thet &D, however, it
ranked third among the best performing institutions by funds earned through partioipah projects
under international research programmegherefore it could be concluded that such institutions make
efforts to carry out surveys in social sciences using not only budgetary funds.
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It should be noted that MRUwhich holds aleading positim according to the results of the
evaluation of research papers, and VDU and thiatalso perform fairly wellare not very active in seeking
funding for studies in social sciences from international research programmes and orders from economi
entities.
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Fig. 2. Results of the evaluation of the performance in social sciencesc2012

Physical sciences (Ahe leaders in terms of all indicators of the evaluation of research activities
were VU and the Centre for Physical Sciences and Technology (herein@TMC, Fig. 3). FTMC is second
after VU in terms of the results of the evaluation of the research papers, howieegpials VU in terms of
income generated from executing orders of economic entities and participating in international research
projects. This evidences that the FTMC is as active in international research activities as VU, and seeks
carry out its research activities not only from budgetary resources.

It should be noted that although some universities (e.g. VGTU, VDU) have achidyeagbfad results
in terms ofpeer and formal revievof their research papers, dy are not sufficiently active in executing
ordersfrom economic entities or participating in international projects under research programmes (e.qg.
VGTU had no income from tbe sources, and VDQa A yfr6)r2 ofders of economic entitiesvas
insignificanj. The same trendan be noted with regards tanstitutions other thanthe seven institutions
indicated in Fig. 3, i.e. they have not earned any funds that couttbbsideredas eligiblgfor the purpose
of the evaluation.

The research potential in physical sciences is essentially concentrated in five major universities an
two research institutes.
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Fig. 3. Results of the evaluation of the performance in physical sciences2012

Agriculture science area (An the agriculture science area LAMNECparticularly distinguished
being the first according to three parameters, and ranked third according to one parameter (funds earned
through participation in projects under intertianal research programmes).

In terms of the points collected according to Level 1 research papers Lwikfgih,is ranked second
lagssignificantly behind LAMMC, while in terms of the points collected for Level 2 research papers anc
Aleksandras Stulginskiniversity (hereinafteg ASU) and LSMU, ranking, respectively, second and third,
are lagging behind LAMMC by more than two thirds (Fig. 4).

In terms of funds earned through international research projects LAMMC cosatiegléeadto LSMU
and ASU, evidenoj that the latter two universities are more active participants of such projects. LSMU
earned more from orders of economic entities, while ASU was more active in projects under international
programmes.

Although research papers in agriculture were dedirec @ (162 Y2NB dzy A OSNREA
the key potential in this area of research is concentrated in three instituid®SMMC, LSMU and ASU.
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Fig. 4. Results of the evaluation of the performance in the area of agriculture research ig2014

Biomedical science area (Hhe leading institution in terms of the results of evaluation of research
papers(see Fig. 5)n the area is LSMU, followed by What collected about a quarter less points than
LSMU. Irterms of thepeer and formal revievof the papers GTC holds fairly strong positions, while the
results of other institutions are significantly lower.

In terms of funds generated through participation in projects under international research
programmes the leading institutions are LSMU and VU, @A is leading in income generated by
executing orders from economic entities. Nevertheless, in terms of funds earned through participation in
international research projects, GTC ranks sixth only (exceeded not only by universities, but also by th
Innovdive Medicine Centre (hereinafteyIMC).

Second in terms of all parameters is VU. It should be noted that VU genéregesimes more from
participation in projects of international research programmes thHieom orders of economic entities,
which evideres its strong focus on the international dimension.

In addition to the eight institutions indicated in Fig. 5 there segenmore institutions carrying out
research in the area of biomedicine, but they are more focused on drafting research papers,thatmer
international research projects or orders from economic entities.
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Fig. 5. Results of the evaluation of the performance in the field of biomedicine in &4

Technology sciences area (Trj.the technology sciences area KTU and VGTU were partjcul
outstanding. KTU was the leader in terms of three parameters (Fig. 6), and VGTU (leading according to tl
points assigned by experts for Level 1 publications).

According to the results of the review of Level 1 research papers the Lithuanian Eneitgyelns
(hereinafterg LEI) lags behind KTU and VGTU by more than one third.

Following the clear leader KTU in terms of the funds generated from contracts with economic entities
the second and third places were assigned to VGTU and FTMC respectively;feTMET mnked second
and third in terms of income from participation in projects under international research programmes.

The entire research potential in technologies is essentially concentrated in the six institutions
specified in Fig. 6.
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Fig. 6. Reslts of the evaluation of the performance in technologies in 2214

Arts area (M)LMTA is the clear leader in this area, with Vilnius Academy of Arts (hereigafieA)
holding a solid second place (Fig. 7).

VDU is slightly behind LMTA by points assilgto Level 2 art works, and collected by one third less
points for its Level 1 art works. In terms of the points awarded VDU and KU shared third and fourth places.

There is a clear institutional dispersal of the potential in the area of art.

Y EVV _ Y AIV
Kitos
KTU
Su
VDU
KU

VDA 3084
1061 LMTA | . . . 3567
) 500 1000 1500 0 1000 2000 3000 4000

Fig. 7. Results of the evaluation of the performance in arts in 2A@14
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2.1.6.3. Evaluation results according to research fields

According to Item 7.2.4. of the Evaluation Methodology Level 1 research papers were submitted anc
reviewed according to research fields appedvby Order NoV-1457 of 16 October 201@n theApproval
of Research iElds At least one Level 1 research paper was required to be submitted in the fields of
research conducting (or intending to conduct) third cycle (doctoral) studies.

According to ItenR21 of the Evaluation Methodology, each Level 1 research (art) paper was given a
score of from O to 5 points

According to Item 22 of the Evaluation Methodology, the peer review aggregated estimate in a field
(EK) was estimated by adding up the expert Biaion scores of Level 1 papers submitted by a specific
institution in a certain research field within one year, and dividing the resulting total by the number of

papers in the relevant fielddk ). The Report presents the peer

Table 1. Graphic representationfoa peer review aggregated estimase(hereinafter¢ PRAE) of institutions
review aggregated estimate (PRAE) for the past three years; the PRAE was estimated by dividing the
Level 1 in the areas of humanities, soc total points (assigned to the institution by the experts who
sciences and art depending on th evaluated the Level 1 papers in a specific area for 2024) by
estimate value and the number of the the total Level 1 papetis the specific area for 20£2014.
papers submitted. The present Report opted to use the peer review scale of

Total Estimate ranges 0.00 to 5.00 as defined in the Evaluation Methodology; the range
research | goo- | 1.01- | 2.01- | 251- ] 2.01- of PRAE in a specific field obtained by each institution within
PEPErs | 1.00 | 2.00 | 250 |3.00 | 4.00 three years is represented by asgective colour (from light grey
. - Q% to dark green). The squares represent the number of research
] & % papers submitted for review; a small square indicates that from 1

ios & 77 E to 3 papers were submitted in the course of thg past three years,

a medium size square represantrom four to six papers, and a
1-32 NN I/ - large square is representative of seven or more papers submitted
for review (Tables 1 and 4).

In the area of humanities (H), the experts evaluated papers
in all six fields (Table 2); two universities (KU and VDU) subrpiigels in all fields of research.

Papers in the philosophy field (01H) were submitted by ten institutions. The highest scores were
assigned to the papers of two universitie¥U and the European Humanities University (respectively, 2.23
and 2.13 points)followed by papers from VDU, LEU and LKTI (with scores of 1.25, 1.21 and 1.0¢
respectively). It also evidences a certain degree of distribution in institutional resources, as three
dzy A OSNEAGASEA o6Y¢! X Y! FYyR ~!'0 SIFIOK adoYAGGSR TS

Papersn the field of theology (02H) were submitted by four institutions, and two of tlievibU and
KUc¢ submitted ten and four papers respectively. KU was assigned an aggregated estimate of 1.25, and VC
0.5.

N

In the art area (03H) within the past three yea®sifistitutions each submitted at least one paper; six
of them (VDU, VDU, LMTA, KTU, LKTI and VGTU) submitted more than seven papers each. The highest s
was assigned to the papers submitted by VDU (RRRAHO), the score assigned to other institutioalso
fell within the 1.0%£2.00 points range (VDAL1.76, LMTA 1.54, KTl 1.45, LKT¢ 1.25).

Papers in the philology field (04H) were submitted by 16 institutions, and seven of them produced
more than seven papers, with VU, LLTI and LKI leading inetfiagtct (from 104 to 79). The highest scores
were assigned to the papers of VDU (26 submissions) and VU (PRAE, respectively, 2.00 and 1.84 poin
and slightly lower points assigned to LLTI (PRAES points), and LKI (PRAE.52 points), KU (9 papers,
PRAEM®pn LI2AYGaos | ycR29%ppintsh.mn LI LISNBRZ t w! 9

In the field of history (05H), research papers were submitted byesl institutions, with six of them
submitting seven or more papers. Highest scores were assigned to the papers of VU BRAKIZ.41
and 2.32 respectively). The papers submitted by VDU and KU were given lower scores, their PRAES wt
1.54 (23 papers submitted) and 1.53 (34 papers submitted) respectively.
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In the field of ethnology (07H) five institutions submitted paperswbfch three (LII, KU and VDU)
submitted seven and more papers; the PRAEs were 1.56, 1.28 and 0.79 respectively. For the past thre
years VU submitted five papers only, and they were assessed as fairly good (PRAE 1.70)

In the area of social sciences (S) theerts reviewed the papers submitted by three universities
(MRU, VDU and VU) that were submitted in eight fields of research (Table 2).

Table 2. Results of peer review of research papers of Lithuanian institutions in
humanities and social sciences in2e014 by research fields.

Humanities* Social sciences®

Institutions
01H | 02H | 03H | 04H | O5H | O7H | 01S | 025 | 035 | 045 | 055 | 0BS5S | O75 | 0BS

ASU

KTU

KU

.

LEU

LKA

LMTA

LSMU

L5U

MRU

N

gu

VDA

VDU \\& § §§

VGTU

7
7.
7z

VU

EHU

%
A

2
<
N\
N\

VU TWM

LAEI §

LEI
LIl $§

LS S S S S S N S N S S S S S S N S S O O N S S S SN Y

101H¢ philosophy, 02H; theology, 03H; art criticism, 04H; philology, 05H; history, 07Hg ethnology.
2 01S ¢ law, 02S¢ political sciences, 03§ management and administration, 048
economis, 05&; sociology, 06& psychology, 07§ educology, 08§ communication and
information.

Altogether eight institutions submitted papers in the area of law (01S), and three of them, i.e. MRU,
VU and LTI, submitted more than 15 papers. The highest seogee assigned to the papers submitted by
VU (PRAE2.12), slightly lower scores were assigned to LTI and MRU (1.95 and 1.69 respectively). Althouc
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the papers of VDU were assessed fairly highly (RRZE5 points), however, it should be noted that wnl
five papers were submitted in three years.

Papers in the field of politics (02S) were submitted by ten universities, of which five universities
(vDU, VU, MRU, KTU and KU) submitted more than seven papers. Highest scores were assigned to
papers of Vland VDU (PRAE2.75 and 2.34 respectively). The highest scores were assigned to the papers
of VU and VDU (PRAR.75 and 1.53 respectively).

Papers in the management and administration field (03S) were submitted by 15 institutions, of which
seven institil A 2y & oL{axX *!3 *#D¢!3X aw!X ~!3 +5!3 Y¢! 0
scored at more than 1.00 point. The highest scores were given to the papers submitted by ISM (PRAE w
2.58). Slightly lower scores were assigned to the papers of VU, ¥&ITMRU (PRAE, respectively, were
1.80, 1.65 and 1.63).

Papers in the field of economics (04S) were submitted by 16 institutions, and ten of them submitted
seven or more papers. Highest scores were assigned to the papers of LAEI and VD{2(PRARD 218,
respectively). Lower scores were assigned to the papers of LEI, VGTU, KTU and VU (PRAE were 1.93,
1.64 and 1.63, respectively).

Papers in the field of sociology (05S) were submitted by 13 institutions, and seven of; th8iirC,
VDU, VU, KU, MRBHU and KT¢Jsubmitted seven and more papers. The highest scores were assigned to
the papers of VU and LSTC (PRAE of e4c®6). Lower scores were assigned to the papers of VDU, KTU
and KU (PRAE were 1.66, 1.44 and 1.36, respectively).

In the field d psychology (06S) papers were submitted by nine institutions, of which four (MRU, VU,
KU and VDU) submitted seven or more papers with scores of more than 2.00 points. The papers in the fie
of social sciences were given the highest scores by the
experts.The highest scores were given to MRU and VU
(PRAE, 2.80 and 2.66, respectively), followed by KU and

Institutions VDU (PRAE 2.07 and 2.02, respectively).
KTU | LMTA | 3U | vDa | vou | VGETU Papers in the field of educology (07S) were

KU | LEU

N 7 submitted by 14 institutions, of which even institutions,

o && ﬁ &%/ﬂ ie. LSU, VUVDU, LEU, MRU, KTU and KU each

submitted more than seven papers scored at more than
1.00 point. More than 1.50 points were given to the papers of three universities, i.e. LSU, VU and VDU
(PRAE was 1.96, 1.78 and 1.65, respectively).

Six institutions sutmitted papers in the field of communications and information (08S); VU was the
only institution that submitted more than seven papers assessed at 1.36 points.

In the field of art, eight institutions submitted papers for the review.

The LMTA papers receitvéhe highest scores (300 papers, PRAES4 points), followed by VDU (86
papers submitted, PRAE 3.28 points). In terms of the quality of the papers, the best performing
Table 4. Graphic representation of a pee institutions were VGTU, _KU, KTU and VDA (PRAE were 2.94,
review aggregated estimate (PRAR) of Le 2-47,2.26 and 2.25, respiively (Table 3)).

1 in the areas of humanities, social scienc In the area of physical sciences, the experts reviewed
and art depending on the estimate valu papers in eight fields (no papers in paleonthology (07P) were
and the number of the submissions. submitted). VU was the only institution that submitted papers
in all fields (Table 5).
Total In the field of mathematics (0)Ppapers were submitted
e oo | to 2o roi- 40l 58 yAYS AyalAldziazyaT GKNBS dz
: : I : terms of the number of papers, having submitted, 25, 11 and 7
. papers respectively. VU was distinguished for the quality of the
=== papers, which received a score of 3.80irgs. Significantly
ik %@. f26SN) a02NBa 6SNB I-éI-NﬁSR 02
MRU (PRAE was 2.32 ad 1.29). Although the quality of the
1_3 = | 2| m papers submitted by VGTU and KTU was assessed as high (PRAI
was 3.50 and 3.33), the papers, however, were very few in

Table 3. Results of the peer review of the art pape
submitted by Lithuamin institutions for 20122014

Estimate ranges
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number (three papers by each of the institutions submitted in three years).

Papers in the field of physics (02P) were submitted by eight institutions. The highest scores were

awarded to the papers of VU and FTMC (VU submitted 68 papers (RR&Epoints) FTMC submitted 88

papers (PRAE 3.72 points). KTU and LEU were also fairly highly assessed (submitted, 8 and 12 papel
respectively, and had PRAE of 3.19 and 3.04).

In the field of chemistry (03P) papers were submitted by seven institutions, and thréserm, i.e.

FTMC, VU and KTU submitted more than seven papers, i.e. 42, 22 and 12 papers, respectively. In terms
quality the best papers were those of VU (PRARO points), KTU and FTMC (PRAE 3.92 and 3.75 points,

respectively). The other institutiensubmitted two or fewer papers.

Papers in the field of physics (02P) were submitted by eight institutions. The highest scores were

awarded to the papers of VU (VU submitted 22 papers (RRAE9 points), LSMU submitted 12 papers
(PRAE; 3.46 points). Haly high scores were assigned to the papers submitted by VGTU PRABE);

however, there were only four of them. The remaining institutions each submitted one paper for the

review.

Table 5. Reslts of peer review of research papers of Lithuanian institutions in phys

and agricultural sciences in 202P14 by research fields.

Institutions

Physical sciences*

Agricultural sciences®

a1p

0zP

03P

04p

0sP

0GP

o7P

08P

ogp

01A

02A

03A

04A

ASsU

KTU

«

KU

=

LEU

-

LSMU

MRU

VDU

VGTU

VU

FTMC

GTC

LAEI

LAMPMC

NV

a

o

S S S N S S N S N S N S N S N N S N
1 01P ¢ mathematics, 02R; physics, 03R; chemistry, 04R; biochemistry, O5R; geology,06P ¢ physical

geography, 07R palaeontology, 08 astronomy, 09R, informatics.

201Ac¢ agronomy, 024 veterinary, 03A; zootechnics, 044 forest research.

Four institutions submitted papers in the area of geology (05P). Tdteesi scores were awarded to
the papers of GTC (15 papers (PRAE23 points) and VU submitted 7 papers (PRAED7 points). The
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papers of the two other universities (KU and MRU) were assessed as very good; however, in this area t
institutions each sufmitted only one paper.

Papers in the field of physical geography (06P) were submitted by four institutions. MRU submitted
six papers, KU and VU each submitted five papers, and the PRAE were, 3.33, 2.70 and 2.40 respectivt
Although the PRAE of the papensbmitted by GTC was fairly high (3.00 points), there were only two such
papers.

Papers in the field of astronomy (08P) were submitted by VU only (10 papers, with an RPAP of 3.80).
Seven institutions submitted papers in the area of informatics (05P). Higileest scores were
assigned to VU (13 papers, RPARB.85 points). The KTU papers were assigned RPAP of 3.50 points
(submitted 6 papers), and VDU (RRAPR50 points, 7 papers submitted). Other institutions only submitted

1-2 papers for review.

In the aea ofagricultural sciences (Ahe experts reviewed the research papers in four fields (Table
5). In Lithuania the main research in this area is concentrated in three institugjohSU, LSMU and
LAMMC.Papers in the field of agricultural sciences (01Ajensubmitted by three institutions. The highest
scores were assigned to LAMME! papers submitted, PRAE4.15 points), ASU demonstrated slightly
poorer performance (11 papers submitted, RRAR36 points).

LSMU was the only institution that submittedsearch papers in the veterinary field (12 papers,
PRAE was 3.00 points).

Papers in the field of agricultural sciences (03A) were submitted by three institutions. The highest
scores were assigned to the papers of LSMU; altogether 18 papers were submittexssessed at 3.19
LRAyGad ~! adzoYAGGSR SA3IKG LI LISNARZ GKS tw!9 27F

Two institutions submitted papers in the area of forest research (04A), where the papers of LAMMC
were recognised as the best (10 papers, PRABS5 point3. ASU submitted four papers, the PRAE of which
was as low as 2.50 points.

In the area obiomedical sciences (Bxperts reviewed papers in all ten fields (Table 6). In terms of
the fields, two institutions submitted the widest variety of papers: VU (dtteoh papers in 8 fields), and
LSMU (seven fields).

In the area of biology (01B) eight institutions submitted papers, of which five institugiviiy LSMU,

LSU, GTC and IMC submitted seven and more papers. The highest scores were awarded to the\gdpers of
(VU submitted 22 papers (PRAE.82 points), GTC submitted 10 papers (PRAEBO points). LSU and
LSMU each submitted 14 papers, which were assessed at 3.39 and 3.32 points respectively. Nine papers
the area were submitted by IMC (PRAE33 poins).

Papers in the field of biophysics (02B) were submitted by seven institutions. The largest number o
papers was submitted by LSMU (9 papers, PRABE0 points), KTU submitted 10 papers (PRAES0
points). VU was awarded the highest scores (PRAEO), however, the institution submitted only five
papers. The remaining institutions submitted papers that were assessed rather positively, however, they
were few in number.

Papers in the areas of ecology and environmental research (03B) were submittawbhgstitutions,
sixofthem¢cD¢/ = ! { ! = Y! I [ ¢slamitt&d sevén!papers aRd mofe. The highest scores
were awarded to VDU (9 papers, PRAE®PY ¢p L2 AY (a0 3 ¢379 poimts), GFA(HANBPESs, t W
PRAE;, 3.53points), and KU (12 pape PRAE, 3.25 points). The PRAE of the papers submitted by other
institutions was lower than 3.00 points.

Papers in the field of botany (04B) were submitted by five institutions. The highest score was
awarded to GTC (6 papers, PRAR.76 points). Otheiinstitutions submitted only £ papers each for
review.

Papers in the area of medicine (06B) were submitted by six institutions; seven or more papers were
submitted by LSMU (64 papers, PRAESO), VU (51 papers, PRABR.78 points), National Cancer Inate
(hereinafter ¢ NCI, 14 papers, PRAE3.75 points), and IMC (8 papers, PRAE31 points). The other
institutions submitted only 1 paper each for review.

In the area of ontology (07B) papers were submitted by VU (5papers, PRBE points), and MU
(6 papers, PRAE3.58 points).
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LSMU was the only institution that submitted research papers in the field of pharmaceutics (8
papers, PRAE was 3.81 points).

Papers in the field of public health (09B) were submitted by seven institutions. The highesthss
awarded to LSMU (25 papers, PRAES2 points). VU and LSMU each submitted 4 papers, which were
assessed at 3.00 and 2.00 points respectively.

In the field of nursing (10B) LSMU (PRAESO0 points) and KU (PRAB.25 points) each submitted
two papers.

In the area oftechnology (T)experts reviewed papers in all ten fields (Table 7). KTU and VGTU
submitted papers in all fields.

Table 6. Results of peer review of research papers of Lithuanian institutions
in biomedical siences in 201-2014 by research fields.

Biomedical sciences?

0l | 02B | 03B

KTU

Institutions
|D4E! 058 | 0GB | O7B | OBB | O9B | lOB

KU = o

LEU = =

LSMU % =

L5U

MRU

8
e

vDu

e
VU ﬁ
%
=

GTC

IMC

LAMMC

[ =]

LS S S S S e N O N S S S O S S G S G
101Bg biology, 02R; biophysics, 03R ecology and environmental research, 0dBotany,
05B¢ zoology, 06, medicine, 07R; odontology, 08R; pharmaceutics, 09B public health,

10B¢ nursing
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Table 7. Results of peer review of research papers of Lithuanian institutions
in technological sciences in 202014 by research fields.

Technological sciences®

01T 02T | 03T | 04T | 05T | O6T | OFT | OBT | 08T 107

%E%ﬁ e
o

Institutions

KTU

KU

LEU

LKA =

L5U

MRU =

VoU =

VGTU

- : _ % e

FTMC o]

i
|m,

S S S S S SN

1 01T electricity and electronic engineering, 02 Eonstruction engeering, 037T¢ transport
engineering, 04T, environmental engineering, 05 chemical engineering, 06J energetics
and thermal engineering, 077 informatics engineering, 084 materials engineering, 093
mechanical engineering, 1@Tmeasurement enginering.

Four universities submitted papers in the area of electricity and electronic engineering (01T). The
highest scoes were awarded to the papers of VGTU (14 papers, RRAE points) and KTU (7 papers,
PRAE 2.71 points).

Three universities submitted papers in the area of construction engineering (02T). The highest score
were awarded to the papers of VGTU (26 pap®RAK; 2.75 points) and KTU (12 papers, PRAE96
points).

Papers in the field of transport engineering (03T) were submitted by five institutions. Fairly high
scores were awarded to the papers of VGTU (9 papers, PRAE points) and KTU (7 papers AER 1.57
points). KTU submitted six papers only, however, their RPAP was the higBdst; this was the same
score as ASU which submitted as few as three papers.

Papers in the field of environmental engineering (04T) were submitted by six instituiamty. high
scores were awarded to the institutions that submitted seven and more papers; these were KTU (PRA
3.06), VGTU (PRAE 2.54) and ASU (PRAE 2.32). LEI submitted five papers only, however, their PRAE wz
highestg 3.50; this was the same scaas FTMC which submitted one paper only.

Papers in the field of chemical engineering (05T) were submitted by six institutions. Fairly high score
were awarded to KTU (PRAE 3.92) and VDU (PRAE 3.36), each of which submitted seven and more rese
papers. VUvas awarded the highest scores (PRAR00); however, the institution submitted only three
papers. High scores were also awarded to three papers submitted by FTMC;(PRB2Roints).
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Four institutions submitted research papers in the field of energeticd thermal engineering (06T).
Fairly high scores were awarded to KTU (PRAE 3.94 points) and LEI (PRAE 3.45 points). VDU was awe
the highest scores (PRAE.00); however, the institution submitted as few as two research papers.

Papers in the field fochemical engineering (05T) were submitted by eight institutions. VGTU
submitted eight research papers, the largest number among all other institutions; the papers were
FgF NRSR I tw!9 2F odncd Y ! caresedrch papefs, the PRA awdrdedS I O
were, 3.33, 3.00, 2.38 and 2.00 points, respectively.

Papers in the field of materials engineering (08T) were submitted by four institutions. The highest
scores were awarded to the papers of VU (7 papers, RRAE4 points) and FTMC (23 resgampapers,
PRAE; 3.67 points). KU submitted 16 research papers, PRBD6, and VGTU submitted 18 research
papers (PRAE2.17 points).

Papers in the field of mechanical engineering (09T) were submitted by seven institutions. The highes
scores were awaled to the papers of VGTU (12 papers, PRRES points) and KTU (10 papers, PRAE
1.95 points).

In the field of measurement engineering (10T) research papers were submitted by KTU and VGTL
Fairly high scores were awarded to the research papers suliniite VGTU (PRAE 2.50); however, the
institution submitted five papers only. The nine papers submitted by KTU were awarded 2.44 points.

2.1.7. Open Access

According to the Commission Recommendation of 17 July 2012 on access to and preservation ¢
scientific infemation (2012/417/EU) Member States must pursue an active policy with regards to Open
Access issues. Every two years Member States must inform the Commission of the actions taken |
response to the different elements of the Recommendation.

Open Access ismodern direction of the development of science that has evolved in response to
constantly rising publication and subscription prices, delayed accesses to scientific results and the
intensifying moral belief that the results of publidlynded research musbe freely accessible not only to
researchers, but to the public at large. According to the data of the Registry of Open Access Repositol
Mandates and Policies (ROARMAP) globally there are 651 registered policies prescribing the procedure f
accessingasearch output (publications or data) according to the proposal of the submitting states or their
institutions. The largest number of policies (365) was registered in Europe, followed by 146 in the North
America, 65 in Asia, 38 in Oceania and 11 in Afiitee issues were of particular focus during the
Netherlands EU Presidency (H1, 2016).

During 2015, the Council was actively inviting the community and the representatives of a range of
public authorities engaged in politics to discuss the progress idibgithe Lithuanian Open Access policy,
and on 8 July hosted a semirRolicies on Open Access to Scientific Results: Present Day Situation and Futur
Goals In addition to other speakers, presentations were made by Dr. Hans Pfeiffenberger, the Chair of th
Science Europe Research Data Working Group, the representative of PASTEUR4OA project and coordinatc
Open Access Knowleddiet in Eastern Europeyna Kuchma, the Open Access programme manager for the
global electronic information for libraries systestfL.net.

During 2015, the Council was a partner in hosting a cycle of four senftnamsoting Open Science
among Young Researchers: Challenges and opportuifd@tesdinator ¢ KTU),¢ project supported by
FOSTER.

Representatives of the Council, the Mimjsof Education and Science, as well as of Lithuanian
University attended a special seminar for the Eastern European region held in Budap8ét (@%ober
2015); the key purpose of the seminar was to encourage countries of the Eastern European reyam to
up provisions for their open access policies, or update those already in effect in order to harmonise the
requirements of different institutions and countries bringing them in line with the requirements of the EC,
as this will facilitate research bwyterdiscplinary or international research groups and dissemination of
results. It was with this in mind that it was noted that the objective of the EC was to streamline the impact
of the research funded from public resources, where open access is onee ohélans to achieve the
objective. One of the requirements of the Horizon 2020 programme is to submit open access publications

28



to data repositories or archives. Regarding the opening of research data, the EC has been holding
reserved position, as this cqiex problem will undoubtedly have to be addressed in the future. Currently
the need and the necessity of open access is no longer a subject for discussion, the biggest concern bei
the methods required for technical solutions for such access.

The last fenary meeting of the Council of 2015 launched a discussion on the possible policy of the
Council regarding open access to research results. The agenda of the meeting also included an overview
the start of the open access movement, the situation in [parand globally, and of the project sketching
the possible objectives of the Council's open access policy. The draft document will be submitted for publi
discussion to the Lithuanian academic community in early 2016.

The Council acts as the coordinatoragen access activities in Lithuania. The decision was taken
following a proposal of the Ministry of Education and Science, and in response to an appeal of the
Secretariat of the Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO of 2013 regarding the appoitfitarent o
institution to be responsible for open access to research information. During 2015, the Council continued
constructing a section of its internet website accumulating and presenting all the issues and material
related to open accesshttp://www.Imt.It/It/atviroji_prieiga.html .

At European Union level political issues related to open access are also considered within the
framework of the projectOpen Access Policy Aligent Strategies For European Union Research,
PASTEUR4QMm which the Council is one of the participants. The project is intended to facilitate the
coordinated formation of a policy on open access issues (see S2cdti@of the Report).

2.1.8. Long-term institutional R&D programmes

The Council carries out evaluation of R&D reports of public research institutioribis area the
Council isguided by the provisions of th®escription of theProcedurefor the Initiation, Approval,
Implementation andEvaluation of Longterm Institutional Research andDevelopment (&ial, Qultural)
Programmesapproved by Order No.-¥53 of 31 January 2011 of the Minister for Education and Science.

In the course of 2015, experts of ti@ouncil evaluated 50 reports of R&D programmes implemented
by public research institutions during 2014. The areas to be evaluated included the assignments and th
results accomplished and achieved under each R&D programme (including the published resgauth
and the dissemination of such results, the conclusions on the course of the implementation of the
programme, and proposals regarding further implementation of the programmes in 2015 were submitted
to the Ministry of Education and Science.

Six insitutions in the areas of humanities and social sciences submitted reports on the 22 R&D
programmes they were implementing.

Of these, four institutes submitted reports on 17 R&D programmes in the area of humanities(LKI
programmes, that in 2014 werelatated 41.46 normative positions and EUR 381,920; tddpectively, 5
programmes, 31.32 normative positions, EUR 283,52@,4 jprogrammes, 35.17 normative positions and
EUR 323,870, LKJ4 programmes, 29.75 normative positions and EUR 274,050).

Twoinstitutes in social sciences submitted reports for 5 R&D programmes (the Lithuanian Institute of
Agrarian Economics 2 R&D programmes, 13.65 normative positions, and EUR 125.710 allocated in the
programme in 2014; LST@G R&D programmes, 17.71 normaipositions and EUR 163,080.

The reports for 2014 of four R&D programmes of institutes working in the area of humanities and
social sciences were returned with a request to clarify them by distinguishing the accomplishments in 201+
using the funds allocateto an R&D programme, and the tasks performed having obtained additional
funding. To this end, they were requested to specify the interrelation of individual research with the R&D
programme, the contribution of the R&D programme implementers to the exeoudf scheduled works,
publication and dissemination of research results.

By referring to the results of the research as specified in the R&D programme reports (also those
subject to clarification), the experts concluded that the R&D programmes at theirid&ites were
implemented successfully and in a consistent manner: the tasks assigned were essentially accomplishe
the results achieved correspond to the plan, the scientific production obtained through the implementation
of R&D programmes is valualiteth from theoretical and practical viewpoints, the dissemination and the
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promotion of such results were adequate. The experts noted, however, that some of the R&D programme:s
had deviated from approved plans, the dissemination of some of the result®dsfisplly designed for a
target audience only, rather than the general public. It was suggested to the R&D programme
implementers that they diversify the forms of dissemination, i.e. engage in interviews, discussions,
participate in radio and televisionrpgrammes; it was also suggested that they consider and discuss
possibilities for the publication of papers in electronic media, and especially when starting to publish new
continued works. The experts also noted that the reports submitted for 2015 shakedinto account the
comments of the reports for 2014.

Five institutes in the area of PABT submitted reports on 28 R&D programmes, B33r6grammes,
which were allocated 94.45 normative positions and EUR 966,020 in 2014, LAKEGectively, 6
programnmes, 73.75 normative positions, EUR 780,670¢ l65brogrammes, 99.82 normative positions and
EUR 919,350, IMC3 programmes, 27.47 normative positions and EUR 252,990, EB\Wbgrammes, 84
normative positions and EUR 1,188,080). On the basis of #sareh results specified in the reports of the
R&D programmes the experts concluded that the R&D programmes of the PABT institutes were
implemented in accordance with the objectives and tasks of the programmes, the tasks were fully
accomplished, the resed production obtained is valuable, dissemination of such production is adequate,
although it was suggested to the implementers of several R&D programmes that they intensify the
publication and dissemination of their research results, and select highel leternational journals in
which to publish their research papers. The experts noted that the research indicators of several R&L
programmes were achieved despite the reduced number of normative positions allocated for the
programmes. The experts also edtthat the implementers of some of the R&D programmes drew up
particularly valuable publications, and achieved outstanding dissemination results, while some programme:
were only implemented to a satisfactory level, even though all the programmes werenrapted by the
same institute. The programme implementers took due account of the comments offered by the experts in
relation to the evaluation of R&D programmes for 2013.

Having considered the proposals submitted by the experts of the Council the Ministéducation and
Science decided to continue implementing the programmes.

In 2015, experts of the Council evaluated the drafts of two f@mnm institutional R&D programmes
of LTI. Having regard to the findings and conclusions of the experts, by his Xlyd&882 of 7 August
2015 the Minister for Education and Science approved the programmes. In 2015, experts of the Counc
evaluated the themes for the loAgrm institutional R&D programmes of NCI. The conclusions of the peer
examination were submittetb the Ministry of Education and Science.

2.1.9. Commission on ethics of research activities

The Commission on ethics of research activities examines infringement of ethics principles in
research activities related to projects financed by the Council, to evalua@nd publication of research
results, expert activities of researchers, organisation of research work, dissemination of research
knowledge in the society and other activities of the Council. The Commission adheres to the principles a
research ethics iactivities of the Research Council of Lithuania and the provisions for ethical behaviour of
researchers approved by Resolution No:-MJ2 of 7 May 2012 of the Council, and tBescription of the
Procedure for the Examination of Notifications Relatechfangements of Ethics of Research Activities at
the Research Counajpproved by Resolution No. MI26 of 17 December 2012 of the Council.

In 2015, the Commission examined several applications to examine alleged violations of ethica
behaviour in reseatcactivities.

2.1.10. Supervision of the quality of doctoral studies
Evaluation of doctoral studies in progrekegal acts of the RL provide for the evaluation of doctoral
studies in science and arts governed by two legal athe Regulations on Doctoral Stediin Sciencend

the Regulations on Doctoral Studies in Afitee evaluation of doctoral studies in arts was first launched in
2014, in accordance with th&egulations on Doctoral Studies in Scieramal the Description of the
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Procedure of Doctoral Studién Sciencdt is intended to commence the evaluation of doctoral studies in
arts in 2017 in accordance with tiRegulations on doctoral studies in arts.

During 2015, the Council continued evaluating doctoral studies in science according to the schedul
agreed with the Ministry of Education and Science of the RL-e@alfiation reports of doctoral studies in
14 fields of science (Table 8) were submitted to the experts of the Council. Having examined the reports
the experts drew up summary findings tager with recommendations and submitted proposals regarding
the further implementation of doctoral studies. The quality and the efficiency of all the 27 doctoral studies
programmes were evaluated positively, the studies were recommended for further certitmu

Table 8. Doctoral studies in science evaluated in 2015.

No Area of d_octoral University authqrisz_ed to conduct doctoral Institutions authorised_ to condus:t do_ctoral studies
’ studies studies in the area together with the University
Humanities
thhuaman University of Educational Mykolas Romeris University
Sciences
1. Phiblogy YEITALTRIE ! YyAGSNAAGE X

Vytautas Magnus University of the Lithuanian language.

Vilnius University Institute of the Lithuanian Literature arfeblklore
Social sciences
2. Com_mumcat_lon Vilnius University
and information
W2yl &a ¢SYFAGAEA aAtAdl
. . N N w 1 e A FARRSN
3 Political sciences Vytautas Magnus University Y I. dzfl a | YAOYSNAAUE 27
University
Vilnius University
Lithuanian Social Research Centre, Kaunas

Vytautas Magnus University University of Technology

4. Sociology
Vilnius University
5 Law M_yk_olas R_ome_ris University Vytautas Magnus University
Vilnius University
Physical sciences
Lithuanian University of Health Sciences,
. . Vytautas Magnus University Lithuanian Research Centre for Agriculture anc
6. Biochemistry . : ’ )
Forestry, Nencki Institute of Experimental Biolc
Vilnius University
Biomedical sciences
Lithuanian University of Health Science

Lithuanian Sports University Tartu University

7. Biology Vytautas Magnus University Nature Research Centre, Innovative Medicine
Centre, Adger University, University of Latvia
Vilnius University
8. Biophysics Li.thganian. Uni\(ersity of Health Science Vytautas Magnus University
Vilnius University
Ecology and YEIALTRE | YADBSNRAAI
9. environmental Vvtautas Maanus Universit Aleksandras Stulginskis University, Lithuanian
research y 9 y Research Centre for Agriculture and Forestry
- Lithuanian University of Health Science
10. Medicine

Vilnius University
11. Odontology Lithuanian Univesity of Health Sciences
12. Pharmaceuticals Lithuanian University of Health Science
Lithuanian University of Health Science
Vilnius University
14. Nursing Lithuanian University of Health Science

13. Public health
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Having evaluated the doctal studies in progress most of the expert recommendations related to
the international mobility of doctoral students (the experts recommended that internship placements at
foreign research centres be promoted); recommendations also concerned the acfiviéggenrchers and
the internationality of publications. The experts recommended that funding for mobility and research
activities be increased. The implementers of some doctoral studies were recommended to review the stocl
of disciplines of doctoral studse(in terms of their compliance with the field of doctoral studies), and to
specify the descriptions of the disciplines. Another recommendation concerned monitoring the career path
2T R20U2N}¥f addzRASaQ 3IANI RdzZ 6§Sao

Authorisation to conduct doctoral studiemstitutions wishing to acquire the right to carry out
doctoral studies act in accordance with tRegulations on Doctoral Studies in Sciesabmit documents
to the Ministry of Education and Science which then applies to the Council with a requese$s dssm.
Evaluation of the documents submitted by experts of the Council is carried out accordingDeshgption
of the Procedure for the Evaluation of Applications for the Right to Conduct Doctoral Studiésdings of
the expert panel are appr@d by the Council and then submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science.

In 2015, the Council examined two applications to acquire the right to conduct doctoral studies
(odontology at VU, and zoology studies at VU in cooperation with GTC), andmeooled to the Ministry
of Education and Science that it grant the right to conduct doctoral studies.

As of today, 87 authorisations to carry out doctoral studies have been granted to Lithuanian
institutions, and three ofhem are in the area of arts.

Table 9. Total fields of doctoral studies by research (arts) areas

University? Total fields of doctoral studies by research (arts) areas Totgl at .the
H S P A B T M University:

Aleksandras Stulginskis University 2 2
Kaunas University of Technology 1 2 2 9 14
KK ALITRE | YADBSNRAGE 1 1
Lithuanian University of Educational 1 1 5
Sciences
Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theat 1 1
Lithuanian University of Health Sciences 2 7 9
Lithuanian Sports University 1 1
Mykolas Romeris Univetgi 1 1
Vilnius Academy of Arts 1 2 3
Vytautas Magnus University 6 6 1 2 15
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University 1 2 6 9
Vilnius University 4 7 7 7 3 28
ISM University of Management and 1 1
Economics
Total in the area 14 20 10 4 18 18 3 87

(S S S S SN SN
1 universities carrying out doctoral studies in areas of science independently or in cooperation with other Lithuaniagorés®arch and studies
institutions (act as coordinators of such joint doctosaldies).

Resolution No. VIB8 of 2 March 2015 of the Council supplemented Bescription of the Procedure
for Evaluation of Applications for the Right to Conduct Doctoral Studies in Scibac®esolution
established the requirements underlying tlexamination of applications to grant the right to conduct
doctoral studies to one or several institutions that would conduct studies jointly with the principal
institution already authorised to conduct doctoral studies. One application was found ingligéause
the applicant institution did not have adequate scientific potential in the relevant field of doctoral studies.
When evaluating the application, the experts of the Council noted that the effective legislation fails to
clearly define the proceduréor granting the right to another institution, therefore the Council envisages
submitting proposals to amend the legal acts governing the issue.
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Changing the members of the committees or the regulations on doctoral stédiestding to the
Regulations onDoctoral Studies in Sciencmstitutions intending to change the composition or the
regulations on doctoral studies are required to coordinate their intentions with the Council.

In 2015, seven universities applied to the Council notifying of their fitties to change the
composition of their doctoral studies committees. Altogether 30 applications were submitted, and only one
application was considered partly ineligible. Altogether 46 members of the doctoral studies committees
were changed. It was notethat the applicant institutions applied not only to change members of the
committees, but also to supplement the composition of the committees in order to ensure that the
members of the committees represent the different branches in individual researids fggoportionally.
However, requesting to replace 3 or 4 members of some doctoral studies committees at a time should be
viewed as a negative trend, as that materially changes the competence of the doctoral studies committees
Generally applications regding changes in the composition of doctoral committees are filed immediately
before a scheduled evaluation of doctoral studies, for instance, applications to replace members of the
committees on doctoral studies in construction, mechanics, materials stuale transport engineering
were submitted before a scheduled evaluation of doctoral studies in technologies in 2016. It might be
concluded that regular evaluation of doctoral studies promoted the institutions to assess the scientific level
of members of he committees.

In 2015, the Council approved an amendment to the regulation of doctoral studies in biology
conducted by Tartu University in cooperation with the LSU.

2.1.11. Recognition of doctoral degrees in research (art) acquired abroad

The Council continuedsi work regarding the academic recognition of doctoral degrees in research
(art) acquired abroad. In 2015, 22 individuals applied to the Council with a request to recognise doctora
degrees in research (art) awarded to them by foreign research and edndgasititutions. Such applications
are mostly submitted for three reasons, i.e. wishing to have the status of the doctoral degree approved in
[AGKdzE YA S E€20FGA2y 2F (GKS NBaAaSINOKSNDa LISyaa

In 2015, the number of applicants was nigathe same as in 2014 (23), however, the figure has
doubled since 2013.

In 2015, the Council received applications regarding the evaluation of qualifications certified by
diplomas issued in Belarus, Belgium, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Great Britaian Rrexération,
Sweden, Switzerland and Ukraine. The largest number of applications were for diplomas obtained in the
Russian Federation (6); in general, the number of applicants from the Russian Federation is increasing
applications in 2014, and &plicationsin 2013). The breakdown of applications in terms of countries that
issued diplomas remains unchanged, i€ dpplicants from EU Member States, Ukraine and Belarus.

Altogether 13 applications were filed for recognition of qualifications in HS&s draostly in the
fields of economics and sociology), and nine applications in PABT areas (mostly, medicine, physic
mathematics, and chemistry).

The respective commission of the Council recognised all the qualifications obtained at foreign
research and tedies institutions to be equivalent to the doctoral degree in science (arts) awarded in
Lithuania.

2.1.12. Other advisory activities of the Council

Further to those discussed earlier the Council was carrying out a number of other activities in 2015.

With a vew to maintaining the classification of research fields and branches permanently updated in
2015,the Council proposed to the Ministry of Education and Science to amend the classification of researcl
fields approved by Order No.-M57 of 16 October 2012fahe Minister of Education and Science
Regarding the Approval of Research Fieldls the development of science is particularly fast, with
constantly appearing new, very relevant and very intensively developed research, with the scope of
research in selded fields at the same time decreasing, the academic community started considering the
existing classification of science fields and branches to constitute an obstacle for the development of the
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modern science. The amendments to the classification of rebeféelds were developed having considered

the proposals submitted by Lithuanian research and studies institutions, academic associations an
individual researchers; the most recent trends for classifying research in foreign states and offered by
international organisations were also followed.

At the request of the Ministry of Education and Science the HSS Committee of the Council submittec
an expert conclusion regarding the compliance of the activities of the Eastern Europe Studies Centre an
the Institute of Public Policy and Administration (hereinaftgthe Centre) with research and development
(social, cultural). It was concluded that:

1. the Centre is engaged in studies of political sciences (international relations, geopolitics and
region); the researcprojects implemented by the Centre are related to political studies of Eastern Europe,
Russia, Eurdsia, with specific focus on the EU's Eastern Partnership, cases of the Ukraine, Moldova an
Georgia, and public events of the Centre attended not onliithyuanian experts, but also by politicians are
important tools in popularisation and publicity of research;

2. the Institute of Public Policy and Administration is engagednmnalysis of modern public
policy, and the key areas of research and the experige public administration, innovation, education,
employment and social affairs, migration, health care, regional development; a large portion of research is
of applied nature able to adapt the instruments used for comparative research in several eswand are
especially instrumental for developing and improving methodology research skills.

At a request of the Ministry of Education and Science the Committee of Natural and Technical
Sciences of the Council was submitting its conclusions regardingmhgliance and compatibility with the
research and development (social and cultural) of the principal activities of the Applied Research Institute
for Prospective Technologies (Protech), the biotechnology pharmacy centre Biotechphaima, ! dz] O
algoritmai, Pl BaltjodJs O} y3A &2a& (SOKY2fl2AN2&2A W& ( Al & MiNbe’( SO
Order of the Chancellor of the Government of the RL the Council examined:

1. alINRLRalf 2F wSYA3IAcdza ~A Y|l Qdgaming theidstdblisamed 2 N.
of a National Research Centre in Vilius YR | LINR L2 alf 2F +*AagdlfRIa e
KaunasRegarding the concept of a National Research and Innovations cémtoeder to further perfect
the concepts of the national researchntee the relevant Resolution of the Government of the RL, and a
Decree of the Prime Minister proposed to set up an expert working group;

2.  a Resolution of the Lithuanian Biotechnology Association (drawn up following the session in
bioeconomy at the internatinal conferencénnovation Drifts 2015eld on 4 September 2015, Vilnius), and
the Resolution of the workshopioeconomy in Lithuania: prospects for developniasted by the Ministry
of Economy of the RL, following which the Council proposed that thedrtan strategy on bioeconom
should be at the instruction of the Government of the RL initiated and monitored by any of the Ministries
whose interests are close to the area of bioeconomy (e.g. Ministry of Economy of the RL), and that the
strategy encompas not only the policy on the introduction of bioeconomy in the national economy, but
also the development of research in the area of bioeconomy.

Expert panels set up by the Council at a request of the Ministry of Education and Science evaluate
the implenentation reports of the R&D projects completed in 2015, and implemented under Measure No.
VP13.1-~ a a08-KImplementation of Research and Development Activities According to the Themes of the
National Integrated Programmesf Priority 3 Strengthening of QGacities of Researchers and other
Scientistof the Operational Programme for Human Resources Development fo, 2003

The Council was submitting comments and proposals regarding the draft legal acts related to
research and higher edaton institutions, their activities, on finance and accounting issues, assistance
from EU structural funds and its administration submitted for approval by other public authorities.

¢KS [/ 2dzyOAf LINRPLRASR tNRFTP wAildl ~SNILISGadT
members of the advisory committee under the service of the Supervisor for academic ethics and
procedures.

The Council also proposed candidates for the selea@nmittee of the national science awards of
the Republic of Lithuania.
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2.2. Financing of research and other scientific activities

The Council allocates funding for commissioned research, or studies initiated by researchers, as we
as for international coopation projects, and provides financial assistance to different activities promoting
researcher careers and their mobility.

Competitions of proposals according to the financing programmes (schemes) administered by the
Council were first launched in 2009n& then the Council has been building the practice of competitive
funding: it drew up descriptions of the procedure for competitive funding, the related documentation, set
up expert panels, accumulated and examined the expertise in experts evaluatioenButhere are 9
standing commissions operating within the Council responsible for competitive funding activities. In 2015,
29 calls for proposals were published (or their individual stages); the results of the calls are summarised i
Table 10, and theugcess indicators of the institutions are summarised in Fig$. 8

In 2015, in response to a proposal of the Ministry of Education and Science to encourage researchel
to carry out urgent applied shoterm research based on the State's needs, the Counitidted a new field
of activities supported by the Councgjlthe needdriven projects. This area of activities of the Council is
administered following théescription of the Procedure for the Initiation and the Implementation of Need
Driven Research ¢jectsapproved by Order No.-¥24 of 27 May 2015 of the Chairman of the Council.

With a view to promoting the dissemination of research results and facilitating research and higher
education institutions to educate researchers on the basis of the mosiramhd and cuttingedge applied
works the Council initiated a new area of activity, i.e. support for publication of a work, or acquiring the
rights to publish a textbook, and/or to publish it. By Order Ne234 of 14 October the Chairman of the
Council aproved theDescription of the Procedure for Granting Assistance

To administer theState Lithuanian Studies and Dissemination Programme for-2028approved
by Order No. V619 of 11 May 2015 of the Minister for Education and Science of the RL Resblativti
44 of 12 October 2015 of the Council approved Bescription of the Procedure for the Implementation of
the State Lithuanian Studies and Dissemination Programme for204

Based on the amendments approved by Resolution No. 1353 of 3 Dec@@ibepf the Government
of the Republic of Lithuania to th&egulations of the National Research programnapgproved by
Resolution No. 731 of 16 July 2008, the Council drew upDhbscription of the Procedure for the
Development and the Implementation ofethNational Research programmesd approved it by its
Resolution No. VIB9 of 16 April 2015. The Description specified the procedure for the development of
NRP, the functions of the groups responsible for the implementation of NRPs; furthermore, thrdjiEtP
administration procedure was brought in line with tligeneral Regulations of Competitive Funding of
Research and Dissemination Projects of the Research Cappaived by Resolution No. V26 of 27
October 2014 of the Council.

The Council continously seeks to improve the legal acts and regulations underlying the
implementation of programméoased competitive funding of research activities.

1. Resolution No. V41 of 22 June 2015 of the Council approved a new version of the
Description of the Prodare for Awarding Doctoral Grants for Academic Achievements and Support for
Academic TripsThe new version of the Procedure provides that an incentive grant and support for
academic trips may be awarded to doctoral students who have already publishgoubligations on any
subject, or have them admitted for publication (having withdrawn the requirement that the publications
must be related to the subject of the dissertation, or drawn up in the course of the doctoral studies),
expanded the list of the cetia for the evaluation of proposals, and included some other amendments that
were proposed having regard to experience in handling proposals for the past three years.
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Table 10. Activities supported by the Council, and funded in 2015 from the Stadgdtu

Total Total projects
e projects in progress
proposals recognised Allocation, under the Allocation,
No. Supported areas submitted as winners EUR contracts EUR
for the (2015) . . (2015)
competition o th'e. S|gned n
competition previous years

I. Reseazth commissioned by the State
1. National research programmes
1.1. | Healthy and safe food 0 0 0 18 900.168
1.2. | Wellbeing society 116 13 294,491 0 0
1.3. | Healthy ageing 97 21 654,198 0 0
1.4. | Sustainability of agroforest and water ecosystem 41 11 708,895 0 0
1.5. | Towards future technologies 35 - 0 0 0
2.Programmes on Lithuanian studies
2.1. | The National Lithuanian studies development 174 44 450,475 71| 1,093,399

programme for 2002015
2.2. | State Lithuanian studies and dissemination 238 - 0 0 0

programme ér 20162024
3. Needdriven research projects 43 9 142,142 0 0
4. Technological development projects 113 7 492,451 0 0
Il. Research initiated by scientists
1. | Projects of researcher groups | 652 | 108 | 2,759,612] 169 | 4,434,361
Il. Internationalcooperation programmes
1. Bilateral (trilateral) cooperation programmes and projects
1.1. | LithuanianLatvianChinese (Taiwan) programme 31 4 0 10 145,170
1.2. | LithuanianBelorussian - - 0 15 56,118
1.3. | LithuanianFrench - - 0 6 19,495
1.4. | Lithuanian-Ukrainian 31 7 0 6 40,495
1.5. | LithuanianWallonian (Brussels) - - 0 1 2,129
1.6. | LithuanianJapanese 41 8 60,436 0 0
2. Open partnership projects 130 0 0 0
3.JPI, ERNET, Article 185 Initiatives
3.1. | BiodivERSA 7 - 0 0 0
3.2. | HERA 34 - 0 0 0
3.3. | JPI Cultural heritage 16 0 0 1 26,000
3.4. | M-ERA.NET 9 - 0 1 2,761
3.5. | ENSUF - - 0 0 0
3.6. | NORFAGEIAL - - 0 0 0
3.7. | EuroNanoMed 4 0 0 2 77,898
3.8. | BONUS - - 0 4 109,227
4. European Space Agency 5 - 0 0 0
5. Support to the participantsii7th FP and H2020
5.1. | Compensation of the VAT paid in relation to 7th R - 20* 58,657 0 0

projects
5.2. | Support to drawing up proposals for H2020 258 253 420,189 0 0
6. Representation ’EU working groups. etc. - 16* 17,237 0 0
IV.Measures for fuding researchers' career and mobility
1. Support for academic associations 45 40 64,000 0 0
2. Support for researcher trips 551 333 360,198 0 0
3. Support for research events 59 36 76,392 0 0
4 Scholarships to doctor's degree students for 679 255 475,105 0 0

academic adievements
5. Support to academic trips of doctor's degree 249 48 48,580 0 0

students
6. Support for publication of a work, of acquiring the 186 111 692,880 0 0

rights to publish a textbook, and/or to publish it
7. Support to pubitation of research articles and 40 18 25,331 0 0

books

[ S N G G G G G G G (O G G Y (O G O O O S O S G O S S S &
*Total concluded contracts
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2.  TheDescription of the Procedure for Granting Support for the Publication of Research Articles
and Booksamended by Resolution No. VAR of 22 June 2015 provides for a potentially larger amount to
be granted according to this area of activity, and withdrew the requirement to include a reference that the
publication is funded by the Council in papers already accepted for publication.

3.  TheDesciption for the Procedure for Granting Support for Research Wssamended by
Resolution No. 12 October 2015 of the Council specified the procedure for the administration of projects
and reporting for the same, and part of the requirements providedridhe Description was transposed to
the support agreement.

4. Resolution No. V5 of 12 October 2015 amended tligeneralRegulations forCompetitive
Funding of Bsearch andDisseminationProjects of the Research Council of Lithuafiae Resolution
provided for a requirement to ensure a more flexible approach towards modifications in the
implementation of all the projects currently in progress.

The Council is a participant in th@lobal LithuaniaProgramme for 20142019 approved by
Resolution No. 389 of 3March 2011 of the Government of the RL, and designed to promote the
involvement of Lithuanians residing abroad in State life, in political, economic, scientific, cultural and sports
life of Lithuania. The activities within the programme during 2015 indudk projects involving Lithuanian
researchers residing abroad, five internship placements of Lithuanian researchers residing abroad, two suc
researchers participated in carrying out peer reviews), as well as the programme for the Commemoratior
of the 10@h anniversary of the restoration of the statehood of Lithuania approved by Resolution No. 904 of
19 August 2015 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania, under which 12 projects were
implemented in 2015.

Table 11. Funding of areas of science by fisof the State budget, 2015 EUR'000*

Supported Area of sciences
areas of Humanities Social Physical Agriculture Biomedical Technologies

activities? N2 Funds N2 Funds N2  Funds N2 Funds N2 Funds N2 Funds
NRP 0 0.00 13 29449 5 180.81 11 637.44 28 1,173.68 6 271.35
SVE 0 0.00 0 000 1 51.61 6 312.39 6 305.06 5 231.12
GER 0 0.00 13 29449 O 0.00 0 0.00 0 000 O 0.00
SEN 0 0.00 0 0.00 3 77.17 0 0.00 17 536.80 1 40.23
SIT 0 0.00 0 000 1 52.03 5 325.05 5 331.82 0 0.00
LIT 110  1,436.70 5 10720 O 0.00 0 0.00 0 000 O 0.00
MIP 31 62399 67 167547 65 1,729.00 9 283.00 69 191284 36 969.62
REP 1 12.33 5 8023 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 000 3 49.58
TEC 0 0.00 0 0.00 2 158.75 0 0.00 1 3597 4 297.72
TAP 1 1.59 5 6496 7 59.87 0 0.00 11 155.52 20 252.53
1GER; NRP Welbeing society MIP ¢ projects of researcher groups
SEN; NRP Healthy ageing REP ¢ need driven research projects
SIT¢ NRP Sustainability of agrdorest and water ecosystems TEQ; technological development projects
SVK; Healthy and safe food TAPC bilateral (trilateral) cooperation programmes

LIT ¢ the National Lithuanian studies developme
programme for 2002015

2N ¢ total projects
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Fig. 8. State budget funds allocated under a competitive procedure to research and other scientific etiviti
projects, 2015, EUR million*
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Fig. 9. Success rates of Lithuanian institutions (in percent) in competitions published according to aredsitigsact

supported by the Council and funded from the State budget, 2075*
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* ¢ the success ratio is determined by dividing the winning proposals by the total number of proposals submitted.

** |n the case of HSS, the estinmais were carried out according to the data of Call VI of NMP GER and MIP, call IX of LIT IX, and
competitions in REP, and in case of G{ladcording to the data of call VI in NMP SIT, NMP SEN and MIP, and the competitions in REP and TEC.

*** ¢ institutions which submitted fewer than 8 proposals.
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Fig. 10. Success rates of Lithuanian institutions (in percent) in competitions published according to measures for

researcher career and mobility funded from the State budget, 20%5*
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* ¢ the success ratio is determined by dividing the winning proposals by the total number of proposals submitted.

** the estimations were made on the basis of the data of the competitions regarding support to grants to doctoral studergademic
achievements, support to academic trips of doctoral students, and support to research trips.

*** ¢ institutions which submitted fewer than 10 proposals.

The Council continues to cooperate with other institutions conducting competitive funding of R&D
projeds. The Council has concluded and signed cooperation agreements with MITA, the Lithuanian Counc
for Culture, the State Commission of the Lithuanian Language and the Education Exchanges Suppc
Foundation. The aim of the cooperation is to ensure the mestnomically efficient, expedient and
rational use of the State budget funds for funding culture, art and research projects, and prevention of
double funding. In the course of 2015, the institutions were consistently exchanging information about
proposalssubmitted for competitions, and projects that received funding.

During 2015, the Council was making all the required arrangements for the investment from the
European Union (EU) structural funds investment period 220020. After the Government of the Rl its
Resolution No. 528 of 4 June 2014 approved Rudes on thélocation of Responsibilities andrunctions
Among hstitutions for thelmplementation of theOperationalProgramme forrvestmentFinanced from the
EuropearSructural Funds in 20142020 the Research Council was designated to act as the implementing
authority responsible for the administration of the relevant measures by way of global grant, i.e. applying a
simplified expense payment procedure. To ensure proper preparedness for the nead périnvestment
from the EU structural funds the Council initiated surveys intended to identify and apply the simplified
payment methods with respect to different expenses. The reports of such surveys were pulatsited
website and invww.esinvesticijos.lt

A number of research initiatives were completed and approved in 2015 by the Ministry of Finance
and the Ministry of Educatioand Science, such as:

1.  survey on the calculation of fixed rates of accommodation in Lithuania;

2. survey on the calculation of fixed rates of expenses related to the participation of a researcher
in doctoral studies process;

3. survey on the calculation of fiderates of expenses of pedbctoral internship;

4. survey on the calculation of fixed rates of scholarships and implementation expenses of
scientific practice of students and research carried by students during their time free from studies.

In 2015, descripons of the procedures for the administration at the Council of 22 future measures
were submitted to the Ministry of Finance; such descriptions regulate the actions of the Research
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Foundation of the Council in relation to the functions assigned to the €bdor the purpose of
implementing EU structural assistance in 2€A@20. Order No. 3336 of 30 December 2014 of the
Chairman of the Council approved the regulations of the EU Structural Assistance for Research Unit, the E
Structural Assistance for theelelopment of Researchers' Abilities, and the EU Structural Assistance
Coordination Unit of the Council as well as the job regulations of the employees of the Unites. The Unit:
concerned will be implementing only the functions related to the administratibthe EU structural funds
assistance for 2012020. The activities of the Global Grant Unit were terminated as of 31 December 2015.

2.2.1.  Implementation of national research

The year 2015 witnessed the completion of an MRBIthy and safe foqdn additionto the approval
by Order No. V694 of 26 April 2011 of the Minister for Education and Science of the national research
programmes implemented in 20£2014:

2.2.1.1. NRP State and nation: heritage and identity

The objective of NRBtate and nation: heritage and idtity is to formulate the general theoretical
concept of social and cultural identity, to examine and evaluate the development of specific identity forms
from the viewpoint of heritage, contemporary state of identity and impacts of the modern world
challerges. The main objectives of the programme were sought by resolving five main tasks:

1. Basic research of the preconditions of the identity, its conception and expression forms and
development, and the forms of the social and cultural identity of Lithuaniaresg their development and
prospects;

2. Research of the discourse of historic consciousness, the historic memory of the GDL and the
formation of the modern national identity in the XK&c., also research of the Soviet period legacy and its
management, cosciousness of emigration, selbnsciousness and preserved identity;

3. Research of the relationship between cultural heritage and society, and development of the
infrastructure required for the research of heritage and identity;

4, Research of the impact of ¢hdifferent (new ones) challenges of the modern wodd
globalisation, secularisation and others upon the identity, the State, language and culture;

5. Development of the concept of the integrated information infrastructure of the Lithuanian
heritage and idetity.

The programme was allocated EUR 4.8 million, its output included 58 projects implemented by 29C
researchers from a range of Lithuanian institutions. Altogether 757 scientific papers were drawn up anc
published: 40 science monographs, theoretic andtlsgtic research papers, 303 research articles and
chapters in books published in pemviewed publications, 32 research articles and chapters in the books
and similar publications in other scientific, culture and professional publications; 32 sourdeatiohk,
dictionaries, manuals, encyclopaedias, biographies, bibliographies, studipdeks; 324 other academic
publications (presentation and thesis) and other results; 26 compilations of research, social and cultura
development papers.

2.2.1.2. NRP Chronic meinfectious diseases

The goal of the NR€hronic nosinfectious diseaseis to gain the new scientific knowledge which is
required to reduce the morbidity, mortality and disability of the Lithuanian population caused by major
chronic noninfectious diseass, to develop the strategic principles for the prevention of such diseases and
create further improved methods for their prevention and diagnostics. The main objectives of the
programme were sought by resolving five main tasks:

1. Establish the impact of s@d, economic, lifestyle and biological factors on disparities in the
health of Lithuanian residents, the risk of falling ill with CNID, and provide scientific grounds for the
strategic principles of prevention and control of such diseases.

2. Develop a comhensive analysis, molecular marker and +iovasive visualisation methods
for the prevention and early diagnostics of CNIDs.
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The programme was allocated EUR 5.5 million, its output included 48 projects implemented by 324
researchers from a range of Limian institutions. The outputs of the programme included 100 scientific
articles included in th@homson Reuters Web of Knowlediggabase with the relevant impact factor, one
published monograph, and one patent was registered with the European PateaalBuaind two patent
applications were filed in addition to a number of drawn up methodological recommendations. In relation
to the dissemination of the programme's results, 177 presentations were delivered, of which 130 were
delivered at international coefences.

2.2.1.3. NRPEcosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impact

The NRFEcosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human ingax at obtaining new scientific
knowledge about the impact of the current and historical biological invasions upon tthetwse of
biological systems, their functioning and evolution with a view to clarifying the basic adaptation patterns of
ecosystems and their components in the context of global changes. In addition, it aims at implementing &
complex evaluation of the ctent state of ecosystems, their biological diversity and resource availability
given the impact of global biological invasions, while identifying the most common adaptability and
mitigation measures and methods. The main objectives of the programme weighs by resolving five
main tasks:

1. on the basis of biogeochemical indicators analyse changes in the -palé@nmental
conditions establishing their stages and relationship with the globally recorded quaternary fluctuations,
identifying the impact of thepaleoenvironment factors on the patterns of invasion (expansion) and
adaptation of species;

2.  study the invasiveness of alien species, their evolutionary (genomic) changes and adaptation ir
new localities, by drafting guidelines for their assessment, fisting and management of biological
invasions under conditions of global environmental change;

3. identify the vulnerability of native species and their adaptation under conditions of biological
invasion and other global changes, and identify the environmenapacts and socieconomic
consequences of the invasions and species range change on the current biological diversity, and th
organisation, functions and evolution of communities and ecosystems.

The programme was allocated EUR 6.5 million which werd tessupport 38 projects, of which 36
projects were implemented (two projects were not completed, however, the objectives pursued thereby
were partly achieved). The projects under the programme were implemented by 9 institutions and 262
project implementes.

The outputs of the programme included 132 articles (printed, accepted and submitted for
publication); of those 106 were published in foreign periodic scientific journals and 26 articles were
published in Lithuanian periodiscientific journals, two inernational scientific conferences, project
implementers attended about one hundred conferences, at which they delivered more than 100
presentations.

2.2.1.4. NRP Future energy

The aim of the NRPEuture energyis to address the most relevant scientific problems esning
Lithuania's energy security, improvement of energy efficiency and the production of future energy as well
as development of supply technologies and optimization of their usage. The main objectives of the
programme were sought by resolving five mtasks:

1. development and surveys of Lithuania's energy security and its development models;

2. development of the scientific base for the production, supply and efficient consumption of
future energy.

The programme was allocated EUR 5 million, its output deddu22 projects implemented by 290
researchers from a range of Lithuanian institutions. More than 100 articles were published in different
periodic research publications with an impact factor on the Thomson Reuters Web of Knowledge database
two monographs four patents were obtained, also five applications were filed with the State patent

41



Bureau, one application to the European Patent Office, seven new technologies were developed, describe
and implemented.

Fig. 11 and 12 show summarised data on the imgactor in recognised scientific journals of the
articles drawn up and published as a result of the implemented NERfsnic nosinfectious diseases
Ecosystems in Lithuania: climate change and human impatiire energyHealthy and safe foqcas well
asof the projects implemented by researcher groups in the PABT research areas.

250
197 M Future Energy

200
Ecosystems in Lithuania: Climate
Change and Human Impact

150 i . i

M Chronic Non-Infectious Diseases
100 92 Healthy and Safe Food
50
50 42
23 22
13
9
ozoo g
0 T T T
2011 2012 2013

Fig. 11. Development of the impact factor of the articles drawn up in relation to the national research programmes in
the PABT areas in 2042015*.
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* sourceq database ThomsoeReuters ISI Web of Science, data of 13 January 2015.
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Fig. 12. Development of the aggregate impact factor of the articles drawn up in relation to the national research
programmes in the PABT areas in 2€A015*.
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* sourceg database ThomsoeReuters ISI Web of Science, data of 13 January 2015.
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2.2.1.5. NRP Healthy and safe food

The NRMHealthy and safe foods designed to obtain and systematise new scientific knowledge
required for the development of rel@nt research methods and the application of kigbstances to new,
safe and higher quality food products or enhanced biological value complying with healthy nutrition
principles and that are competitive in domestic and foreign markets; develop the theakdiasis for
technologies of functional food products while rationally using local raw materials and ensuring the safe
supply of food products to consumers. The following two tasks have been defined to achieve the objective
of the programme:

1. analyse anddentify the changes of biologically valuable and hazardous substances while
raising animals and plants for food, storing and processing agricultural raw materials, and developing
technology prototypes that enhance the safety and quality of food products;

2. analyse and assess food components from the chemical, biological, toxicological aspects a
well as from the point of view of their impact upon food matrices in developing safer food products of
enhanced biological value.

In 20112014, support was granteith 27 projects according to three calls. During 2015, 18 projects
were ongoing and were allocated EUR 900,168 for their implementation. During 2015, 10 finalcand
annual reports of projects implemented in previous years under the programme were ewdluate
addition to the published annual report of the programme.

2.2.1.6. NRP Healthy ageing

The objective of theHealthy ageingprogramme is to carry out an integrated analysis of the issues
surrounding the healthy ageing of Lithuanian society in the areas ofdumime and social medicine
through developing science and technologies, as well as examine the results of fundamental and applie
research. The following three tasks were defined to achieve the objective of the programme:

1. to develop new methods for the aluation and prevention of disease risk factors; research
and evaluate their impact on the duration of life health and quality;

2.  to develop methods for early detection and to forecast the progress of diseases shortening the
healthy and productive life yeatdrough the use of biotechnologies, nanotechnologies, information and
communications technologies;

3. to develop, improve and research methods for treating health conditions affecting the
duration of healthy and productive life years, patient rehabilitatimethods, and longerm monitoring
methods, as well as technologies reducing social exclusion of the elderly in Lithuania.

Two calls for proposals were published under this programmeesponse a total of 97 proposals
were submitted, funding was allocated 21 projects scheduled to be implemented in 2§2618. EUR 4
million was allocated to projects which were recognised as successful under the call; EUR 654,198 will
allocated in 2015.

2.2.1.7. NRP Sustainability of agtdorest and water ecosystems

The objecive of the NRP Sustainability of agrBorest and Water ecosystems is to obtain, analyse
and generalise new scientific knowledge about the impact of climate change and the use of ecosysten
resources on the ecosystems of Lithuania, their adaptability tangimg climate and environment
conditions by way of integrated scientific research. Having acquired new fundamental and empirical
knowledge about the overall consequences of the use of ecosystem resources, to propose measures whic
will prevent the threatsrelated to such consequences and to draw up new guidelines for controlling and
restoring the sustainability of the ecosystems. The following two tasks were defined to achieve the
objective of the programme:

1. To study the effects of climate change and otkerironmental stress factors on agrdorest
and water ecosystems, their productivity and biological diversity.

2.  To study how the intensive exploitation of resources affects agforest and water
ecosystems, identify the loAgrm consequences of suchmpact, possible damage and propose measures
to restore sustainability.
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In 2015, two calls for proposals were published under this programme. In response a total of 41
proposals were submitted, funding was allocated to 11 projects scheduled to be impleiriar261%2018.
EUR 3.5 million was allocated to projects which were recognised as successful under the call; EUR 708,895
be allocated in 2015.

2.2.1.8. NRPWellbeing society

The objective of the NRP Wélking society is to produce a comprehensive analysighe
preconditions, factors and trends necessary for the development of abeelg society in Lithuania, to
study the possibilities and obstacles to its development, and to help public authorities pass strategic
decisions and recommendations for the @pment of such a societyhe following three tasks were
defined to achieve the objective of the programme:

1. provide a scientific basis for the development of a safe, healthy and inclusive society in
Lithuania by analysing the structure of the society gigfication), its values, attitudes and changes in
behaviour, social, national and religious identity, emigration ardmggration factors, social inequality and
social exclusion, health, social, economic and other factors relevant to the quality sbtfel investment
for improving social assistance, healthcare and the health services system, the involvement of other (no
only health but also law enforcement) sectors in building a safe and healthy society;

2. project, forecast and substantiate the smaowth of the country and the development of its
well-being by analysing political economic and social factors. Such factors include: territorial (regional
differentiation; interactions between the welfare system and the economic development of the goomtr
drawing up entrepreneurship; development of the market; the creation and implementation of social ideas
in the public sector and in business; evaluation of the performance of welfare institugosscial
protection and healthcare, the labour markenc housing policies, the education system, and their impact
on the development of the national economy, democracy and civic society; political priorities and the
attitudes of the country's governing elite;

3. substantiate researcibased good and responsibleow@ernance by analysing the country's
political and governance system as a means of developing abwialj society, abilities to implement
policies, collective action problems, the European identity of Lithuania. By drawing up proposals anc
recommendationsregarding a responsible and open public policy, make improvements to the quality of
public services, the participation of citizens and society in public governance and strengthening of the lege
system.

Two calls for proposals were published under thisgpamme.In responsell6 proposals were
submitted, funding was allocated to 13 projects scheduled to be implemented in¢2018. EUR 1.3
million was allocated tgrojects thatwere recognised as successful under the call; EUR 294,491 will be
allocated in2015.

2.2.1.9. NRPTowards future technologies

The purpose of the NRPowards future technologids to create a favourable international context
and conditions for research building up a basis for developing future technologies, promoting innovations
and enhancig Lithuania's competitiveness and security. The following two tasks were defined to achieve
the objective of the programme:

1.  acquire special competences and experience in carrying out research according to the themes
of the research programmes of the EurgpeSpace Agenty

2. develop research activities focusing on the studies of methods of generation, transmission and
registration of electromagnetic radiation.

In 2015, two calls for proposals were published under this programme. A total of 35 proposals were
received in response to the calls. The proposals were checked for their eligibility, and arrangements were
made for a peer review of the proposals to be carried out in 2016.
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2.2.1.10.The National Lithuanian Studies Development Programme for-2009

The National Lihuanian Studies Development Programme for 2095 (hereinafter ¢ LIT
programme) was the first programme launched by the Council in 2009 for the purpose of implementing its
programmebased and competitive financing of research activities.

Late in 2014, tb Council published the IX call, the last call under the LIT programme for proposals to
implement projects under three groups of measures of the programme:

1. research in different fields of Lithuanian studies, dissemination of the results of such research,
and enhancement of researcher qualification;

2. national and international dissemination of studies of Lithuanian philology, promotion of
international relations and international recognition;

3. publication of research papers in Lithuanian studies.

The Council eceived 62 proposals for research projects and 112 dissemination projects; all the
proposals were submitted for peer reviewithin the reporting period Following the expert assessment,
the Council decided to award funding to 13 research and 31 disseoninaitdjects.

During 2015, 115 projects under the LIT programme were in progress (55 research and 6(
dissemination projects), supported with the allocated EUR 1,543,874.

For more about the Programme see the Annex to the Report (the final report of thendhti
Lithuanian studies development programme for 2€#L5).

2.2.1.11.State Lithuanian Studies and Dissemination Programme for-2024

On 11 May 2015, Order No-319 of the Minister for Education and Science approved $tete
Lithuanian Studies Research ands@mination Programme for 2048024 The purpose of the programme is
to develop fundamental and applied Lithuanian studies, promote the renewal and enhance the international
dimension of Lithuanian studies, absorbing the most advanced research instrumesmsnd to changes in
society with new knowledge and ideas, protect Lithuanian studies, develop and strengthen the disseminatior
of Lithuanian research studies within the Lithuanian and international academic community, promote the
accessibility of Litranian studies in society. The following three tasks were defined to achieve the objective
of the programme:

1. carry out Lithuanian studies encompassing the specialised sources for Lithuanian studies, a
well as specialised databases;

2. promote national and irgrnational dissemination of Lithuanian studies, as well as
international cooperation between researchers engaged in Lithuanian studies;

3. publish research papers in Lithuanian studies (including electronic publications).

In 2015, the Council published ondldar proposals under this programm@ut of the 238 proposals
152 concerned research projects, with 86 proposals for dissemination projects. The proposals were
checked for their eligibility, and arrangements were made for a peer review of the propoda¢sdarried
out in 2016.

2.2.1.12.Need driven research projects

In 2015, in response to the proposal of the Ministry of Education and Science to encourage
researchers to carry out urgent applied sh&etm research based on the State's needs, the Council
initiated a new field of activities supported by the Coumgileed driven research projects. The first call was
conducted in MagJune 2015. The competition was conducted in two stages and according to the themes
proposed by eight Ministries and other public autlies. During Stage 1 applicants submitted short
proposals (43 proposals submitted), of which the Need Driven Research Supervisory and Managemel
commission selected 18 proposals recognised to be the best. The projects envisaged under the selecte
proposas were further elaborated in the full proposals. The proposals were evaluated by the relevant
expert panels and it was decided to fund nine projects by allocating EUR 142,142 for the purpose in 2015
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2.2.1.13.Technological development projects

In order to facilitae technological development in the country by promoting research activities
whose results would be aligned with productive innovations and instrumental for addressing important
technological problems of the private and public sector, in 2015 the Courait agblished an invitation
for proposals for technological development projects (the projects under the previous call were
implemented in 20122014). The competition was conducted in Jg8eptember 2015. Thirteen proposals
were submitted and seven projecivere evaluated as eligible for funding, and were allocated EUR 492,451
in 2015.

2.2.1.14 Projects of researcher groups

The largest number of projects funded by the Council is in the area of researcher group projects, ant
funding in this area continued in 2015. jpmoviding support in this area the Council seeks to provide
financial support to research according to subject themes proposed in all areas, submitting projects
together with an implementing Lithuanian institution, or in cooperation with Lithuanian amdigo
institutions. Early in 2015, the Council conducted a peer review of the proposals submitted under Call V
published in autumn 2014. A total of 652 proposals were submitted (225 in HSS, and 372 in the NTS are:
The projects dedicated for cooperationith the USA should be evaluated separatel\65 proposals
submitted in the area. Funding was provided to 95 projects (36 projects in the HSS area, 50 projects in th
NTS area, and nine projects based on cooperation with the USA). Altogether EUR 2,4@3,@f8cated
for the projects in 2015 (EUR 760,091 for HSS projects, EUR 1,390,910 for NTS projects, and EUR 251,07
support cooperation with the USA). Having reviewed the use of the appropriations allocated to the Council
as well as the funding for P contracts under Call VI that have not been signed, the Council decided to
support 16 MIP projects from the reserve project list. Thus, a total 16 MIP projects under Call VI were
allocated funding, amounting to EUR 2,759,612 within the year concernethgC2015, another 16811P
projects were implemented according to contracts signed in previous years. In 2015, EUR 7,193,973 wi:
allocated to the MIP projects. The evaluation of the interim and the final reports of the projects was
ongoing throughout the gar. Altogether 236 reports were evaluated.

Fig. 1814 show the impact factor of the articles drawn up within the framework of MIP projects in
the NTS area
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Fig. 13. Impact factor of the articles drawn up within the framework of MIP projects in thed¥d& 201§2015*.
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* sourceg database ThomsoeReuters ISI Web of Science, data of 13 January 2015.
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Fig. 14. Aggregate impact factor of the articles drawn up within the framework of MIP projects in the NTS aregq, 2011
2015*.
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* sourceg database ThomsoeReuters I1SI Web of Science, data of 13 January 2015.

2.2.1.15.Support to research activities of scientists and other researchers (Global grant)

As of 31 December, the Council completed implementing Measore/P13.1-~ a a07-KSupport to
Research Activities of Scientists and Other Researchers (Globa) Girdpiority 3 Strengthening of
Capacities of Researchers and other Scient$tshe Operational Programme for Human Resources
Developmenthereinafterg the Global grant measure), an instrument for funding high level international
research initiated by Lithuanian institutions since 2011.

Altogether 106 high international level research projects were implemented under the measure,
which the Council suppeogtl in 2015 with an allocation of EUR 3,083,209.47 (Fig. 15).
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Fig. 15. Funds disbursed in 20&£2015, EUR million

Three calls for proposals were published within the lifetime of this measure; 349,106 proposals were
received, and the successful projeatsre allocated in excess of EUR 32,217,000.

Table 12. Info on proposals according to calls

Research Call | Call Il Call 11
area group Propqsals Fuqded Propqsals Fuqded Propc_)sals Fur_\ded
submitted projects submitted projects submitted projects
HSS 71 11 40 14 51 19
NTS 102 22 50 21 35 19
Total 173 33 90 35 86 38
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Altogether 173 proposals were submitted in response to Call | (71 HSS, and 102 NTS), and El
63,070,692.70 was committed for the purpose. Altogether 33 projects were successful (11 HZ2O\AMHS
projects), and allocated EUR 11,451,820.20.

90 proposals were submitted in response to Call Il (40 HSS, and 50 NTS projects), and ELl
30,794,202.11 was committed for the purpose. Altogether 35 projects were recognised as successful (1
HSS and 21T projects), and allocated EUR 12,093,973.13.

86 proposals were submitted in response to Call 1l (51 HSS, and 35 NTS projects), and ELl
21,418,028.78 was committed for the purpose. Altogether 38 projects were recognised as successful (1
HSS and 19 Np#ojects), and allocated EUR 9,627,415.14.

From the beginning of the global grant instrument in 2011 until 31 December 2015, project
implementers delivered 1,255 presentations at scientific conferences abroad, published 44 scientific
monographs, registeretivo patents at the State Patent Bureau, and submitted 12 patent applications at
patent services of Lithuania, the European Union and the United States of America. The results of th
projects included 878 publications by project implementers (mostly irsighy and biomedical sciences),
among which 47 publications in the journals attributed to top ten journals inTthemson Reuters Web of
Knowledgeadata base.

Table 13. Research papers by research areas

Total papers in the

Research area Allocated funds, thal Thomson Reuters Wel Impact Highe_st index
9, wQnn projects . factor of projecth**
of Science
Humanities 4,789 19 19* 0* Not applicable*
Social sciences 6,842 25 13 10 1
Physical sciences 9,247 26 153 449 5
Agricultural sciences 237 1 2 8 1
Biomedtal sciences 10,293 30 60 336 6
Technological sciences 1,851 5 16 30 4
Total 33,259 106 263 833

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC(C
*total research papers in the Lituanistika database.
** hindex¢ individual researcher (and magazines) and publications pramatdicator.

2.2.1.16.Longterm institutionbased programme in economic research

The longterm institutional programme in economic researcongTerm Competitiveness Challenges
of the Lithuanian Econongpproved by Order No.-¥104 of 9 July 2012 of the Ministiar Education and
Science was implemented in 2@2D14. On 29 August 2012, the Council signed a contract with KTU, the
lead programme implementer regarding regulations on the implementation and financing of the
programme. KTU implemented the programme doperation with its partners ASU, LEI, LKA, MRU, VDU,
VGTU and VU.

Total allocations for the programme in 2@2D14 amounted to LTL 2,673,000 (EUR 763,700). The
final scientific report of the programme was produced and submitted for evaluation by antexmeel
early in 2015.

The themes and the objects examined and considered by programme implementers are relevant for
many Lithuanian institutions and social groups. The conducted research in many cases constituted the bas
for drawing up guidelines or cemmendations intended for the Government, and some of the
recommendations targeted business entities and public sector enterprises. Resolving the tasks anticipate
under the programme produced results which are significant for the entire academic congmasithey
deepened the knowledge of phenomena and created preconditions for further research. The programme wa:s
designed toengageresearchers of different institutions and encourage them to cooperate. In the opinion of
the experts evaluating the programarreport, it produced a significant impact on the development of the
academic community in the area of economics.
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¢KS NB&adzZ Ga 2F GKS LINPINIYYS 6SNB LINBaSyidiSR
FYR AYRdAZAGONEBQI |G { Kgamneftttibechade aSt@dnyfar digc@#ssiotsKagond JN
representatives of research, business and management institutions. Furthermore, programme participants
delivered 60 presentations at local and international conferences, meetings with representativesredtinte
groups, seminars and discussions. The results of the programme also included 90 research publicatior
among them60 publications in foreign and international journals.

¢KS SELISNI& y2GSR GKIFdG GKS LINRINI YYSQttutioh Y LI
coordinated the research conducted by other implementing institutions) was rather unconventional, and
for the first time ever applied in the area of economics.

2.2.2. International research activities

2.2.2.1. Participation in the ERNET programmes

The Countiwas participating in seven projects under BXAT programme constituting a framework
for international calls for proposals in various areas of research.

BiodivERsA3N cooperation with its internationatollaboratesthe Council continued to implement
the BiodivERsSA3 programme (ERERT COFUND project under Horizon 2020 programme of the EU) in 2015.
In 2015, seven proposals were submitted under the BiodivERSA3 call (initially eight preliminary proposals
in relation to which Lithuanian institutions weragners. The Council arranged an eligibility check of such
(preliminary and full) proposals. The Council has committed EUR 300,000 to fund the successful projec
including Lithuanian institutions as participants (three projects can be funded).

During 2015 representatives nominated by the Council were active participants of the BiodivERSA3
programme: they attended the general assemihgetings of the steering group &all 1V, contributed to
setting up international panels of experts to evaluate Biodi¥BRsroposals, promoted the 2015 call for
proposals among Lithuanian applicants, hosted an international event dedicated to presenting the call anc
considered other issues related to the programme.

Mera-Net. During 2015, the Council in cooperation with othmartners was continuing to implement
the MeraNet programme (a ERRETPLUS project under the 7th Framework Programme). The call for
proposals under the programme for 2015 was published on 3 February Rd&short proposals were
submitted providing fothe participation of researchers from Lithuanian institutions. The eligibility check of
the proposals was carried out through September.

l'da 2F M hOG20SN) Hamp Fdzy RAYy3 4l a LINPDARSR 1+
Y I y2iS 0Ky 2 fCaldlkabdEneplerdayitRdHNYMTI FTMC.

In 2015, the Council participated in submitting a Horizon 2020 proposal regarding the new stage of
the MeraNet programme, and signed a grant agreement regarding funding of NMeta2. In 2016 the
Council intends taalunch a call for proposals according to the new programriviera-Net 2.

A representative of the Council was attending meetings of representatives of the countries that
responded to the calls under the Mehlet programme in 2015. The meetings discussedrge of issues
related to the call and evaluation of the proposals.

EuroNanoMed 20ne more project implementeduting 2015 was EuroNanoMed 2, i.e. an Y
project under the 7th FP of the EU, and the Council continued financing the implementation of the
VOLGACORE project submitted under a 2013 call and involving a Lithuanian participant (the Lithuanic
University of Health Sciences). As of January 1 the Council started allocating funds to the REGENER,
project with VMTI FTMC as the Lithuanian partictpand its partner UAB Ferentis (project proposal
submitted according tohe call 0f2014).

In 2015, four project proposals involving five participants from Lithuania were submitted in response
to the call under the EuroNanoMé&t programme. The eligibilitgheck of the proposals was carried out
through April 2015. Not a single proposal involving Lithuanian participants was selected as eligible fo
funding following the peer review of the proposals.

The call for proposals under the programme for 2016 wadigldd on 26 November 2015.
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Representatives of the Council attended the meetings of the EuroNan@Medgramme Member
States discussing a range of programme implementation issues.

HERITAGE PLUSuring 2014, the Council in cooperation with other partnevas continuing
implementation of the HERITAGEUS programme (a ERETPLUS project under the 7th Framework
Programme). The year 2015 was the last year for the competition for proposals for the Joint programminc
initiative Cultural Heritage and Global &ige: a new challenge for Europeder the HERITAGE PLUS
programme. Out of 352 short proposals 16 were submitted in cooperation with Lithuanian institutions: in
12 proposals the Lithuanian institutions were partners for project implementation, and inctses they
were project coordinatorsTotal 61 consortia were invited to submit full proposals, with a Lithuanian
institution acting as the coordinator for one such consortium. The international peer review of the
proposals decided to finance 15 projediBwever, not a single proposal with partners from Lithuania was
consideredby the international peer review as eligible for funding.

A representative of the Council was attending the meetings of the representatives of the countries
participaing in thecals under the HERITAGE PLUS programme. The meetings discussed a range of isst
related to the call and the evaluation of proposals.

HERAIn 2015, a call for proposals was also launched under the HERA joint research programm
WY aSa 27T GNES PUSIprajécunderahe 7th FP of the EU). A total of 605 short proposals were
submitted, of which 34 were in cooperation with Lithuanian institutions (under 33 proposals Lithuanian
institutions were partners for the implementation of the projects, and i @ase the Lithuanian institution
acted as the project coordinator). Invitations to submit full proposals were submitted to 100 consortia, in
five of which Lithuanian institutions acted as project partners. The decision regarding financing the projects
will be passed in early 2016.

Representatives of the Council attended the meetings of the HERA programme Member States
discussing a range of programme implementation issues.

ENSUFThe ERAET Cofund Smart Urban Futures, ENSUF is afNERACofund programme
implemented under the Horizon 2020 scheme and serves as a framework to provide funding to different
research in the area of urban development, and innovations. ENSUF is part of the joint programming
initiative Urban Europe The purpose of ENSUF is to aboate national research and innovation
programmes in the area of urban development, and organise competitive funding of the projects in the
area on the international level. ENSUF unites 26 institutions providing funding to research and innovation:
from 18European states.

In 2015, the Council joined the ENSUF international call to submit proposals. The call for shor
proposals was published on 16 December 2015 and was open until 15 March 2016. The Council contribute
to the budget of the joint internationlacall with EUR 200,000; the funds are intended to be allocated to
Lithuanian institutions included in the list of international projects that qualify for funding.

A representative of the Council participated at the meetings of the countries participartitige
ENSUF call, and discussed the terms and conditions of the call and other issues.

NORFACE DIAt.the end of 2015 the Council joined the NORFACE research progmagmasic of
Inequality Across the LHeourse: Structures and Processes (DAplermrented according to the ERRET
Cofund scheme of the Horizon 2020 programme of the EU. The objective of the programme is to promote
hightlevel international research in social sciences throughout Europe by coordinating national researct
programmes, and orgasing international competitive funding of the programme. The NORFACE DIAL
project is coordinated by NORFACE (New Opportunities for Research Funding Agency Cooperation
Europe), a network of organisations funding social science research in Europejstogn@searctiunding
organisations from 17 European countries.

A call for proposals under the NORFACE DIAL programme is scheduled to be published in Janu:
2016.

2.2.2.2. Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme BONUS

Since 2010, the Council has beeparticipant of EEIG (European Economic interest Grouping) of the
Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme (BONUS) implemented according to Article 185
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the Treaty establishing the European Community, and has a representative on the S@maringjttee. The
participants of the BONUS programme are the nine countries around the Baltic Sea and the EC. The Cour
is the institution coordinating and administering BONUS in Lithuania and providing the relevant funding
according to it. In the coursef 2015, funding was further provided to two Lithuanian participants under
Call 1, in addition to two new funding agreements signed with Lithuanian participants (the proposals
submitted according to Call II).

During 2015, participants of the Council aclyveontributed to the process of aligning the position of
Lithuania regarding the potential funding of Lithuanian participants in submitting proposals according to
the last call under BONUfBogrammeand the preparation of a new stage of the programme BORIor
which the Council submitted opinions and drafted the documents required in drawing up a joint proposal
on the part of the Baltic states to the European Commission.

A new call for proposals under the BONUS programme will be published in November 201

2.2.2.3. Lithuanianc{ 6 A da O22LISNI GA2Y LINPINIYYS WwS&SIF NX

Since 2011, the Councify cooperationwith the Ministry of Education and Science and the Public
Institution Central Project Management Agency has been implementing the prograResarch and
Developmenunder the LithuaniasBwiss Cooperation Programme to reduce economic and social disparities
within the enlarged European UnioActing as the Implementing Authority the Council is responsible for the
organisation of the call for proposaand supervision of the implementation of the projects.

The Council acts as the administrator of 11 research projects implemented by Lithuanian and Swis
researchers. The projects under the programme were allocated EUR 7,328,172: 85% of the amount wze
allocated from the Swiss support programme, and 1&6%om the State budget of the RL. The average
allocation per one project was EUR 0.66 million. By 31 December 2015, the project implementers ha
received EUR 6,380,411, including the advance transfer.

Theyear 2015 was the third year of the projects under this programme. At the beginning pédnga
number of annual project implementation reports were submitted to the Council for evaluation. The reports
were evaluated by the Joint Selection Committeenposed of 3 highly experienced Lithuanian and 3 Swiss
researchers. All the reports were evaluated positively, and the projects were approved as eligible for
continued implementation. Early in 2015, the Council hosted a conference dedicated to introdbeing t
results of 11 projects that had been partially implemented, discuss the experience of joint activities of
bilateral groups, and the further implementation of the projects. One of the eleven projects in progress was
completed on 31 December 2015.

In sping 2015, the Council launched a competition for the implementation of projects within the
framework of the partnership of Lithuanian and Swiss research and studies institufibesdecision to
launch an additional competition was taken because of s@ifi savings of the programme funds as a
result of the rise in the exchange rate of the Swiss franc with respect to the euro. The researcher consorti
of the two countries submitted 17 proposals for projects to be implemented under the institutional
partnership. The total requested funding amount was EUR 2.465 million, i.e. several times more than the
original budget of the programmekollowing the peer review of the proposals the Joint Selection
Committee selected nine institutional partnership projectdhnan intended duration of 9 month€£UR
1.08 million (CHF 1 million) is intended to be allocated to a range of scientific internships, visits,
conferences and other joint events in relation to the projects implemented under the institutional
partnership,as well as to the publication of scientific papers. The average budget per project is EUR
120,000. The projects under the joint partnership framework will be launched in 2016. Lithuanian
researchers will be involved in the implementation of the projectsaoperation with researchers from the
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne, Lausanne, Bern, Zurich, Fribourg and the University
Applied Sciences and Arts in nostlestern Switzerland, the Swizz Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,
the Sviss Federal Laboratories for Materials Science and Technology, and the Psychiatric Clinic of tr
University of Bern.
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2.2.2.4. LithuanianLatvianChinese (Taiwan) programme;

During 2015following the relevant international contract the Council continued implenranthe
jointly-funded cooperation programme between the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of
Lithuania, the National Research Council of China (Taiwan) and the Ministry of Education and Science
Latvia (hereinafteg Joint LithuaniarChinese (Taiwan).atvian programme);

In 2015, the Council published one call for proposals under the programme. Altogether 31 proposals
were submitted according to the call of the programme; following the expert assessment a decision was
passed to grant fundg to 4 projects (starting from 2016).

During 2015, the Council funded 10 projects under the programme (total allocations ingZBUR
145,170). The Council organised an expert evaluation of the reports of the projects for 2014.

A representative of the @lincil attended the meeting of the Lithuanian section within the tripartite
committee of the programme, in which he presented the expert evaluation of the reports for 2014, the
information on the eligibility checks and expert evaluation procedures, asasdahe proposals regarding
funding of the projects.

2.2.2.5. Cooperation with Japan

In 2015, the Council started providing funding to the first five research projects under the Lithuanian
Japanese competition for proposals launched in 2014. For the purpose dfmslementation of the
projects the Council allocated EUR 399,000. The projects will last for two years.

In response to the open partnership call published bylhpan Society for the Promotion of Science,
JSPBSon 22 June 2015 the Council published aoadccall for proposals regarding support to Lithuanian
researchers to carry out joint research and dissemination projects with Japanese researchers. According |
the agreement with the JSPS the competition was arranged in both countries; the proposakEcaepeed
until 08 September 2015, the Council's funding commitment to the projects under the programme is EUF
234,000. The projects will last for two years. In Japan projects under the programme may be financec
according to the JSPS free partnership pt§eand seminars scheme, or according to other research
funding programmes.

2.2.2.6. Participation in cooperation initiatives of the Nordic and the Baltic States

Since 2010, the Council has been part of the Nordic and Baltic States cooperation initiatives
coordinaed by Nordic Research Board NordForsk. The Council is the institution providing funding to researc
in Lithuania.

The call for proposals under the Nordic and Baltic States cooperation initiative expired in February
2015. Following the peer review two peajts were selected as eligible for funding with Vilnius University
participating in one of them as a participant of the project consortium.

2.2.2.7. Open partnership research projects

With a view to promoting the international dimension of research carried out itlyu&nian
researchers, the Council initiated a new financing instrun@pén partnership research projecéscording
to this instrument following the competitive procedure, funding is allocated to research projects3of 2
years in duration and implementegbintly with researchers of foreign States (except Japan and
Switzerland). The Council provides funding to the Lithuanian participants of the successful projects. Th
funding for project partners from foreign states may be allocated according to respaesearch funding
programmes or other facilities operating in the foreign states.

Call | for proposals regarding projects in all areas of science under the programme was also launche
in the reporting year. The competition for proposals was met with c®rable interest on the part of
researchers, and 130 proposals were submitted with researchers from 24 Lithuanian institutions amonc
potential project implementers. The projects according to successful proposals are scheduled to be
launched in H1 2016.
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2.2.3.  Researcher career and mobility

As every year, the Council was devoting significant attention and resources to researchers' caree
and mobility measures. A summary of the results of statdget funded researchers’ career and mobility
projects in 2015 is presited in Table 13.

Table 13. Success rate of proposals under the competitions for support to researchers' career and mobility
under the instruments funded from the State budget in 2015.

Total
Funded Average succes:
Instruments proposals roiects ratio. %

submitted P '
Scholarships to doctor's degree students for academic achievem 679 255 38
Support for academic associations 45 40 89
Support to academic trips of doctor's degree students 249 48 19
Support for researcher trips 551 333 60
Support for resarch events 59 36 61
Support for publication of a vyork, of acquiring the rights to publis 186 111 59
text -book, and/or to publish it
Support to publication of research articles and books 40 18 45

2.2.3.1. Implementation of postoctoral fellowship in Lithuaa

The year 2015 witnessed the completion of the projeaplementation ofPost-Doctoral Fellowship
in Lithuaniaunder the implementation Measure No. ViB1l-~ a a01-V Promotion ofScientists andOther
Researches Maoility and Sudents Sientific Research nder Priority 3 Strengthening dfapacities of
Researchers of the Operation Programme for Human Resources Development f&0280(project No.
VP13.1-~ a a01-V-02-004).The objective pursued by the project is to develop the gisttoral fellowship
system by including third cycle university level students in research activities, enabling them to pursue
independent research work, and prepare for an academic pedagogical canddrin the project
implementation period, 225 posioctoral internships were caed out in Lithuania; in addition there were
11 foreign internship students, including five researchers from Ukraine.

In the course of the tweyear postdoctoral fellowship programme students have a possibility to
undertake postdoctoral studies in forgin research centres or universities. Furthermore, researchers
undertake their posdoctoral studies at different universities of the world, such as Harvard, Edinburgh,
Oxford, Milan, Warsaw, Zurich and other universities.

2.2.3.2. International mobility accordingotbilateral crosdorder contracts

During 2015, the Council was implementing five cooperation programmes in R&D area according t
international contracts and agreements (hereinafterCooperation programmes) providing funding to
researchers' mobility:

1. the programme on cooperation in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the RL and the State Research and Technology Committee of the Republic
Belarus (hereinafteg LithuanianBelarus programme);

2. the programme on cooper&n in research and technologies between the Ministry of
Education and Science of the RL and the State Science, Innovations and Information Agency of Ukraine
2011-2015 (hereinaftec LithuanianUkrainian programme);

3. the bilateral LithuaniafFrench intgrated activity cooperation programme in research and
development Gilibert (hereinadt ¢ Gilibert programme);

4. the Lithuanian andwallonian-Brussels bilateral and research and technology programme
(hereinafterg LithuanianWallonian programme).

In 2015 theCouncil provided funding to 28 mobility projects: 15 projects according to the Lithuanian
Belarus programme, six projects according to each of the Lithudsikaainian and Gilibert programmes,
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and one project ecording to the Lithuanian and &lbonianBrussels programmes (total EUR 182,879 was
allocated to the implementation of the programmes in 2015).

In the course of 2015, experts of the Council evaluated the reports of R&D programmes implementec
by public research institutions during 2014: Gilibert peogme (12 final reports), LithuaniéBelarus
programme (8 final reports), the Lithuani&@hinese (Taiwarhatvian programme (1 report), and the
LithuanianUkrainian programme (5 reports).

In 2015, the Council published a call for proposals under the lntho&krainian programme (31
proposals received). Following the peer review of the proposals seven projects were qualified as eligible fc
funding and funding agreements were concluded with the relevant project implementers (starting from
2016). The totahmount of support was EUR 105,660.

In addition, representatives of the Council were participating at meetings of the Lithuanian part of
the commission and the bilateral commission of the Lithuatti&mainian programme, at which they
presented expert assesgnt of the proposals under the calls of 2014, the results of the expert assessment
of the proposal under the 2015 call, and project funding proposals.

2.2.3.3. Swiss Grant Fund (SciE¥Sch)

Acting as the coordinating institution in the course of 2015 the Cowmitinued to provide
consultations to internship students seconded abroad and their academic supervisors, and was submittin
the relevant reports. No competitions for proposals were launched in this field in 2015. Throughout the
entire programme implement#on period (20042016) six calls for proposals were launched for Lithuanian
participants. Young researchers from Lithuania submitted 100 proposals. Altogether 51 young researchel
were supported to undertake an internship training opportunity.

A represemative of the Council attended the closing event of the S&iBA&Sch programme in
Switzerland.

2.2.3.4. European Space Agency programme

On 8 April 2015, the European Space Agency signed an agreement with the Council on internshi
placements for Lithuanian graduatesthe area of physical and technology sciences at the European Space
Agency. The Council drew up the documentation required for the internship studies to be carried out. The
first call for proposals was published on 18 September. A total of five propesats submitted for the
competition. The decision regarding financing the projects will be passed in early 2016.

2.2.3.5. Support for researcher trips

The Council is carrying out this area of activity in accordance with Art. 77(9) of the Law on Highe
Education andResearch. The purpose of the support for research travels is to support researchers in
developing their professional qualification, enhance researcher mobility and international dissemination of
the achievements of Lithuanian science. Under this prognamassistance will be granted for internships of
scientists and other researchers, participation at scientific conferences abroad, and teaching at foreigr
research and studies institutions.

The first call (Call I) for proposals for support for researchebility was launched in April 2015.
Altogether 367 proposals were received; the amount requested was EUR 484,852. The second call (Call
in mid-September received 184 proposals for support for researcher trips; the total amount requested was
EUR 213,334

During the reporting year a total of 333 agreements regarding support to researcher trips were
signed with researchers and institutions. The amount requested was EUR 392,032 in support. However :
this support is expense reimbursement, in fact the resbars only used EUR 360,198.

Support was allocated to 157 researchers in NTS (124 scientists) and 176 researchers in HSS (!
scientists). In 2014, most of the trips (7949 were related to attendance at scientific conferences, the
purpose of 11.P6 of the trips was to carry out research in foreign research and studies institutions, and
3.6% cases concerned patrticipation in scientific expeditions or researcher schools organised abroad. |
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2014, support for trips of researchers was allocated within theneaork of the EU structural fund project
Competitive funding of shoterm trips of scholarésee Sectio2.2.3.60f the Report).

2.2.3.6. Competitivefunding ofshort-termvisits ofscholars

The last day of the projecCompetitive funding of shoterm visits of scholarsupport for
implemented according to Measure No. V®1-~ a a01-V Promotion ofMobility of Scientists andOther
Researchers, anBesearch étivities ofSudentsunder Priority 3 Strengthening Gapacities ofResearchers
of the Operation Programme for Human Resources Development for2BA3ivas 16 September 2015.

The principal objectives of the project are to strengthen the relations of emigrant researchers and those
working abroad with the higher eduttanal establishments of Lithuania, as well as with research
institutions, other companies and entities engaged in research. This will thus enhance the level of researc
in progress, and facilitate preparatory arrangements for attracting degkl foreignand Lithuanian
emigrant scholars, and the reintegration of returning researchers. It will also help Lithuanian scholars anc
researchers to participate in international scientific events. Such visits are just one of the ways to
strengthen international sentific cooperation and maintain social dialogue.

Two groups of scholars and researchers (incoming and outgoing) could receive support according t
five categories of visits. Visits of three categories refer to incoming researchers who receive support fol
carry out their research activities, deliver lectures, hold seminars or their cycles, and participate in the
doctoral studies process. The other two categories refer to outgoing researchers, where the purpose of the
assistance is to facilitate their paipation at international research conferences and to carry out research
abroad.

During 2015, 190 shoterm visits of scholars and researchers were arranged, of which: 5 scholars
arrived to Lithuania to participate in the doctoral studies process, 27 weligering lectures or conducting
seminars, and 18 scholars were conducting research in Lithuania; 58 Lithuanian researchers wer
supported to conduct their research in foreign institutions, and 86 attended scientific conferences in
foreign countries.

The support allocations for the activities under the project amounted to EUR 341,725.10.

2.2.3.7. Grants to doctoral students for academic achievements and support for their academic trips

During 2015, 225 scholarships worth EUR 475,105 were allocated to doctgrakdgudents. The
support for academic trips in H1 2015 benefited 22 doctoral students, and 26 students during the seconc
half of the year. The amount allocated to support academic trips of doctoral degree students was EUF
48,580.

In October 2015, the Cowil published calls for proposals for doctoral student grants in 2016, and for
support for academic trips in H1 2016. By 15 November 2015, the Council had received 96 applications ft
support for academic trips of doctoral degree students. The applicaticere subjected to eligibility check.

The applications are also being examined by the standing Commission on the allocation of support fo
academic trips of doctoral students. By 15 Decenm2@l5,the Council had received 655 applications for
doctoral schlarships for academic achievements. The eligibility check and expert evaluation of these
applications will continue through 2016.

2.2.3.8. Training of high qualification specialists (doctoral degree students) in compédidsed
doctoral degree studies

On 30 Seember 2015, the Council completed the project . ~ouncil started
Improvement of Training of High Qualification Specialists for the managing the area in
Development of &searchintensive Economic Qub-Sectors ¢ NKPDOKT  accordance with Resolution
(project No. VPB.1-~ a a01-V-03-001)according toVieasure No. VR3.1-  No. 1431 of 11 September
_ : e At 2002 of the Government of

a a0l1-V Promotion oMobility of Sientists andOther Researchers, and
Lo .. . ... the RLON the Procedure of
ResearchActivities ofSudents under Priority 3 Strengthening Gipacities  sjocating State Support to
of Researchersof the Operational Programme for Human Resource®octoral and PosGraduate

Development for 2062013. The activities carriedut under the project Studentsin Arts.
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were intended to train high qualification specialists (doctoral degree students) able to address the most
relevant challenges in science and apply the acquired knowledge for business needs. The Coun
implemented the project in coopation with 17 other partnerg, Lithuanian institutions.

Altogether 216 doctoral students have participated in the project since its outset. The allocations to
project activities totalled EUR 6,509,677.48 (including EUR 4,643,236.16 allocated from EBlbfumdh
EUR 6,133,257.83 was used to implement a range of different activities. Within the validity of the project
45 doctoral degree students have defended their doctoral degree theses, and were awarded with a PhD
Another 39 students successfully cpleted their doctoral degree studies, and are preparing to defend
their theses, and 118 have completed part of their doctoral degree studies. The latter will continue their
doctoral degree at the respective institutions (they will be further funded from Bt structural funds for
2014c2020). While implementing a project of the new EU support period during 2015 the Council received
204 proposals regarding competitive funded doctoral studies, and selected 97 themes for future doctoral
degree students.

2.2.3.9. Suppat for research events

The purpose of support for research events is to promote the development of research activities in
Lithuania and to strengthen international research relations. Research events supported by the Counci
address the most relevant isss in scienceagdisseminate the most advanced, most modern scientific ideas,
support the adaptation of such ideas in practice and promote social cultural development.

In 2015, the Council published one call for proposals for support for research evewitsl Aft59
proposals were submitted; the Council allocated EUR 76,392 to support 36 scientific events.

2.2.3.10.Support for the publication of research articles and books

This support is awarded to Lithuanian researchers who wish to publish their research pabigns i
level scientific journals, or publish research books. By allocatingyiirésof support the Council seeks to
promote the development of Lithuanian science and its global visibility, and ensure that the financial
capacities of the researcher or thestitution at which he is working does not affect the dissemination of
the ac_hievements in the area of resegrch. Thi_s _activity support for th$his area of support activity
Council was managed in accordan_ce ywth Description of the Procedure T
for Granting Support for the Publicatiasf Research Articles and BOOKS tq the Description of the
approved by Resolution No. MI07 of 25 June 2012 of the Council. Procedure for the Allocation
Applications for this kind of support may be filed on a continuous basis.  of Support to Research

During 2015, the Council reviewed 40 proposals including féigﬁ‘%%r?\l‘fdv%’? of 20
application for supporfor publication of a book. EUR 25,331 was allocatethe.emper 2010,
to activities according to 18 proposals, the entire amount was intended to

support the publication of a scientific article.

2.2.3.11.Support for academic associations

Acting in accordance with Article 66 of thaw on Higher Education and Research of the RL and its
Regulations the Council supports activities of student unions and organisations, organisations of scientist
and other researchers, student research organisations and other associations (heremaftademic
associations). The purpose of the support for academic associations is to promote the activities of sucl
associations related to the objectives of the higher education and researchh " .
system and engagement in identifying and addressing issues refierahe ¢ council manages this

. . area of its support activity in
development of the higher education and research system, as well ag:ordance with the
searching for most efficient ways for their solution. Description of the Procedure

In 2015, the Council received 45 proposals to fund projectéor Support to Academic
implemented by academic associatioriBhe 40 projects which willbe  Associationspproved byits
. . . Resolution No. VIR0 of 7
implemented by academic associations were allocated EUR 64T0@0. April 2014.
financial support was specifically allocated to activities of academic

associations related to the objectives assigned to the research and studies system, and the attainment c
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such oljectives, addressing the issues relevant for the development of research and studies. In this regare
account was taken of the experience of the institution in implementing projects, the quality of the
submitted proposal, funding requirements and their reaableness, as well as the participation of
FOFRSYAO |aa20A1FGA2ya AY AYOUGSNYFGA2YL f 2NHI yAa
activities.

2.2.3.12.Support for thepublication of apaper oracquiring therights topublish atext-book, and/or
to publish it

The purpose of the support for the publication of research papers and the dissemination of such
results was to promote the development of Lithuanian research resources, support institutional activities,
raise the profile of science and to cail the relevant institutions to train future researchers on the basis of
the most recent, advanced and gloHalS @S f I LILJX ASR LI LISNB® ¢KAAa |
administered according to thBescription of the Procedure for Allocating Supporfiablication of a Paper
or Acquiring the Rights to Publish a TBabk, and/or to Publish iapproved by Order No.-¥34 of 14
October 2015 of the Chairman of the Council.

In October 2015, the Council launched a call for applications to receive finanpjpbrs for
publication of research papers. Altogether 186 applications were submitted of which 111 were selected a:
eligible for funding; EUR 692,880 was allocated for the purpose.

2.2.3.13.Promoting students' research activities

The project was implemented accondi to the implementation measure No. V31~ a a0l1-V
Promotion ofMobility of Sientists andOther Researches andResearch Activities of Studentsder Priority
3 Strengthening ofCapacities of Researchersof the Operational Programme for Human Resources
Development for 20062013 (project No. VP3.1-~ a a01-V-01-002). The purpose of the project is to
enhance the interest of young academics in research activities and reveal the prospects of a scholarl
career. The project provided researchers with the jioiisy to carry out individual research while using
state-of-the-art equipment and research literature resources, and was a means to promote the mobility of
young academics between different research and studies institutions.

The project consisted of thee parts: scientific practice of students, research by students and
internship studies of doctoral degree students in foreign research centres. Academic supervisors of the
student's research works are Lithuanian scholars and highly qualified researchelentStparticipating in
the project are paid fixedamount scholarships. Stage | of the project was implemented in 4 (711
students from Lithuania and other EU Member States, the activities were allocated EUR 1,196,070 (L1
4,129,790).

According to a extended financing and administration agreement the second stage of the project
will cover the period of 201:2015. Within the second stage of the project in 2&12: 588 students
participated in the student research practice, 1,327 students iraftaurriculum research (of which 180
signed agreements and launched their research in 2015), 117 doctoral degree students signed agreemen
concerning fellowship programmes abroad.

Students' research activities were supported with allocations of EUR 164&tge |l of the project
Promotion of Research Activities of Studewmds completed in 2015.

2.2.4.  Other financing instruments

2.2.4.1. Support to applicants under Horizon 2020

Seeking to incentivise the Lithuanian participants of the EU Framework Programme for Reseharch
Innovation Horizon 2020 (hereinafterHorizon 2020) the Council published a call for proposals for support
to applicants under the Horizon 2020 programme. The proposals were submitted in the period from 1 April
until 30 October 2015; 15 Lithuanianstitutions submitted 258 proposals; funding of EUR 420,189 was
allocated to 253 proposals.
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2.2.4.2. Compensation of VAT fprojects undefFP7 projects

In the course of 2015, the Council continued its activities in reimbursing value added tax (hereinafter
¢ VAT) m relation to participation in the 7th Framework Programme (hereinaft&P7). According to the
regulations on patrticipation in FP 7 projects, the VAT paid in relation to the projects is considered a:
ineligible costs and not compensated by the Europ&mmmission. With a view to facilitating the
participation of Lithuanian scientists and researchers in th@,RRe Council on 12 May and 9 October
published calls according to which institutions implementing7 Frojects could file documents for
compenséon of the VAT incurred in relation to the implementation of projects. Having reviewed the
submitted documents, the Council concluded 20 agreements on the reimbursement of VAT with 11
applicants (EUR 58,657.44 was compensated).

2.2.4.3. Financing of representatiggn European Union and other international working groups

During 2015, the Council continued to finance the activities of its representatives in various EU anc
other international working groups, committees, commissions, etc.

In 2015, the Council conclad 16 tripartite agreements concerning the financing of activities of its
representatives in various EU and other international working groups, committees, commissions, etc. The
allocations according to these agreements amounted to EUR 17,237.5 of which,E82.3 was allocated
to cover expenses related to the activities of Lithuanian representatives and experts in committees for the
FP7 programmes. Representatives of the Council participated in 31 meetings of different working groups,
of which 13 were metings of committees under the Horizon 2020 programme.

2.3. Participation in the development of the international research area

The Council coordinates and administers programmes of the European Research Area, promote
competitive participation of Lithuaniaresearchers in different international research programmes, and
develops relations with different foreign organisations responsible for the formation of science policy, and
implementing competitive funding of research.

Cooperation and competition are twammplementary parts of the international dimension: on the
one hand, countries cooperate in addressing common challenges, on the other hand they compete fol
researchers of the highest levels and funding from foreign financing sources. By being part of the
international research policy and research activity area the Council seeks to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by international cooperation and ensure the highest possible competitiveness of
Lithuanian science.

The Council is a participant in timost important international organisations (see Secti@3.4¢
2.3.60f the Report) which offers and ensures opportunities for Lithuanian researchers to join itibeala
cooperation networks, obtain access to cutting edging infrastructures, and thus opens possibilities for
participation in higHevel research and innovation activities. Being a member of different international
organisations the Council has accessnformation about the best practice of other countries (analyses
performed, studies or methodologies).

The Council has been involved in discussing and resolving different issues important for the Europea
Research Area by representatives to different ooititees of the Horizon 2020 programme, and other
international working groups (se®ection?2.2.4.30f the Repor}.

One of the most important events dedicated to the development of the international dimension in
2015 was a COST information da@ST¢ a possibility to develop international cooperation in research
organised on 19 March jointly by the Council and the COST Association. Among the participants and tf
aLISEFTSNE G GKS S@Sy GPeplSNSt MBNEPA R §HAS BB (kR R NINE{dzE
administrator Christer Halen. At the event significant attention was dedicated to the proposal competition
under the COST programme: drawing up of a new proposal to initiate a new activity, itemscificaphg
consider when drawing up international proposals, possibilities and national requirements for joining the
COST activities already in progress. A -tegkl meeting held on 20 March was attended by Dr. Angeles
w2 RNNMN BdgS 1z -dkister forEduation and Science of the RL Dr. Rimantas Vaitkus, the Chairman
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discussions covered a number of issues related to the participation of Lithimatiie COST programme,
FYR (GKS LlaairoAtAdASa 2F AYLINROAYy3I GKS O2dzy i NBEQ

In 2015, the Council hosted information days dedicated to a range of programmes and themes unde
the Horizon 2020 programmes (see Sec®ad 1) which were also attended by representatives of the EC. In
June 2015, the Council organised a day training sessioRarticipation in the Horizon 2020 programme
practical aspectsledicated to potential applicants undéhe Horizon 2020 and conducted by an expert
from Germany, Rita Clancy.

A meeting of delegations of the Research Councils of Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia took plage on 2
25 August 2015 in Estonia and passed a joint statement of the three Baltic staeegoint statement
declared an undertaking to further cooperate with a view to ensuring the progress of science in the Baltic
region, make every effort to strengthen the evaluation of research carried out by researchers in the Baltic
states, while seekip synergy in research of infrastructures, and improving communication in conducting
research and exchange in results. The statement proposed to intensify the activity of the task force set uj
in 2015 at the initiative of the Ministers for Science and mpostincerned research infrastructures, and
emphasised that funding of R&D should be considered to constitute investment in the prosperity of the
entire region.

As part of the efforts to improve the participation of Lithuanian researchers in the activitidgeo
European Research Council, on 22 September 2015 the Council hosted a discussion with Lithuanian sciel
politicians, heads of research and studies institutions on ways to improve participation in the European
Research Council (hereinafteERC) dormia of the Horizon 2020 programme.

In all its current and newly launched initiatives the Council has been specifically focusing on the
international dimension of its activities.

2.3.1.  Administration of Horizon 2020 and the Seventh Framework Programme

1 January @14 was the date of the launch of the new EU research and innovations funding
programme Horizon 2020. Over seven year EUR 70.2 billion will be invested in research and innovatic
projects.The Council is the administrator of the following areas under Bor2020:

A European Research Council;

A al NA S { |-QudeRa&iong;| |

A Research infrastructures;

A Health, demographic change and wadling;

A Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime and inland water
research and the bioeconomy;

A Climate action, environment, resoureéficiency and raw materials;
Space;

Inclusive, innovative and reflective societies;

Spreading excellence and widening participation,

Joint Research Centre.

The Council administers the area of Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine
maritime and inland water research and the bioeconomy jointly with the Agency for Science, Innovation
and Technology (MITA), and in the area of Space technologies the Council cooperates with MITA and tf
Lithuanian Centre of Innovations.

The Council partipates in the network of theNational Contact Pointe€NCP) under Horizon 2020
which brings together the EU Member States, Horizon 2020 Associated Countries and third coOntries.
the national scale the NCP network is represented by the NCPs accordingizonH020 thematic areas
which provide highly qualified assistance to programme participants and appli®ditksn the Council the
functions of the national representatives are performed by four employees who in the course of 2015
attended nine meetingsf the NCP hosted by the European Commission.

Acting as the administrators of the Horizon 2020 programme the NCPs operating in the Counci
perform the following functions:

> > > > >
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A provide information about Horizon 2020, and seek to enhance its visibility by:

- cooperating with press officers for Horizon 2020 at Lithuanian research and studies
institutions, business entities and public authorities;
- organising different information events (11 information days to introduce the calls under

Horizon 2020 held in 2015);

- preparing and publishing information about the programme in the internet website of the

Council;

A providing consultations, assistance and organising training (conduessitexHorizon 2020
proposal examination services);

A providing initial information aboutther national and international programmes;

A cooperating with the focal points of other countries with a view to ensuring more successful
participation of Lithuania in the Horizon 2020 programme, and a more efficient performance of the
Lithuanian focal paits (by participating in different projects of national focal points under Horizon 2020).

A collecting, systematising and analysing statistical information about the participation of
Lithuania in Horizon 2020;

A providing assistance to applicants under the idon 2020 (see Sectigh2.4.10f the Report).

According to the data of the European Commission of 30 October 2015, Lithuanian institutions
participated in submitting 673 proposals under Horizon 2020, invol80®) participants from Lithuania,
and in the case of 169 submitted proposals Lithuanian researchers acted as coordinators. 78 participant
from Lithuania (of which 11 coordinators) included in the list of proposals eligible for funding. There are 74
participants (of which 11 coordinators) from Lithuania and these are parties to 64 contracts regarding the
implementation of projects concluded with the EC. The budget of the Lithugaiditipants in the projects
isEUR 11.11million, including EUR 9.57 nulti allocated by the EC. The average funding received by a
single participant from Lithuania is EUR 129,260. The success rate in terms of the number of participation
¢ 9.73 %(Fig. 18, and 4.8% according to the allocations by the EC.

The 7th Frameworlrogramme of the EU has ended, nevertheless, the projects that started within
the framework of the programme were continued. During 2015, the Council continued compensating VAT
incurred in relation to projects under the FP7 projects (see Se2tidd.2of the Report).

The Council has also delegated representatives to the programme committees under Horizon 2020 tc
represent Lithuania and take part in drafting action programmes and other documents.
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funding

Proposals involving participants from Lithuania

W Proposals with coordinators from Lithuania

Fig. 16. Theinitial results of the participation of Lithuanian institutions in Horizon 2020 programme

2.3.2.  Joint Programming Initiatives
Lithuania is participating in a number of Joint Programming Initiatives (JPI):

Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a New ChallengeEtwope. During 2015, the Council
continued financing a project involving a participant from Lithuania that had filed a proposal according to
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the trial call of aJPI Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a New Challenge for Hug{#8. The project
will be completed in the middle of 2016.

The year 2015 was the last year of the competition for proposals féiPlaCultural Heritage and
Global Change: a New Challenge for Eutaper the HERITAGE PLUS programme (see Se@&iari).

In 2015, representatives of the Council attended the VIII meeting of the Board of the JPI Healthy anc
Productive Seas and Oceans (Brussels), and the first conference dedicated to presenting the vision of t
JPI, and the strategic ag#éa of research and innovations encompassing the joint activities of European
marine and maritime research and its prospects. The principal achievement in this area in 2015 was thi
launch of the trial (pilot) calls according to a number of subjects: miastips, deegsea mining,
monitoring infrastructures and NortEast Atlantic waters measuring intercalibration. Since the area is not
a priority area for Lithuania, the Council decided not to become part of the call. The areas discussed in th
course of 2@5 included the legal (institutional) status of the Beklthy and Productive Seas and Oceans
and the drawing up of the proposals according to CSA (coordigdetgium BELSPO) and CoFund (marine
technologies area) under the Horizon 2020 programme.

2.3.3. COST activities

The Council acts as the coordinating and funding institution in Lithuania according to the Europear
Cooperation in Science and Technology programme (hereinaff@ST programme).

In 2014, the structure and the management of the COST progewmwas reorganised by establishing
the COST Association. Currently, the members of the COST Association are 34 European states and Is
(participates as a cooperating State). In order to ensure orderly administration of the COST programme, th
Council repesents Lithuania within the activities of the senior officials of the COST Association:

In 2015, a representative of the Council participated at three meetings of senior officials of the COS
programme; the meetings discussed the most relevant COST pnogramanagement issues, as well as
two meetings of the national focal points.

After COST abolished the COT committees by individual areas, and set up one Scientific Committee
HAaMpE tNRBFO wnidl tSGONFdza{lIAGT o6+ a RSES3IFGSR (2
t SUNFdzA1{FAOGT FGO0SYRSR {tReNe&ingYistr®dudey tHedactitties oRCOBY, the N
activities of the Scientific Committee of COST, and discussed a range of issues related to the forthcomir
evaluation of the proposals. The proposals submitted in response to Call | were evaluatedightiof the
policy aspects of the COST programme, i.e. respecting the principles of gender equality and prioritisin
young researchers.

In 2015, the Council appointed the experts who were included in the database of the COST
programme (the database catitsites a basis for setting up groups for evaluation of proposals under the
COST programme).

During 2015, the Council was further implementing the standing calls to submit proposals concerning
participation in actions under the COST programme. In thessouof the year the Council organised four
interim proposal collection and expert assessment sessions. During 2015, the Council accepted 7
proposals concerning participation in the COST programme filed by 13 Lithuanian institutions. Following th
expert ewaluation, 65 representatives of Lithuania were appointed to different committees of the COST
programmes. Lithuanian institutions were participating very actively in the following Actions under the
COST programme: Individuals, Society, Cultures and He28h a¢tions), Materials, Physics and
Nanosciences (19 Actions), Trddsmain Proposals (19 actions), and Forests, their Products and Services
(16 actions). Thus 28 representatives of Lithuania became members of the Action management committee
under the COB programme approved on 30 October 2015 by the senior officials.

2.3.4.  European Science Foundation and Science Europe
The European Science Foundation (hereinaft&SF) established in 1974 with a view to promoting

and supporting the development of hidével science in Europe was for a long time one of the most
influential institutions of the EU. The ESF is responsible for coordinating common research activities, carrie
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out science development analysis, hosts international research conferences and methcalosegninars,
and carries out peer reviews of research activities and institutions. The Council has been participating in th
activities of the ESF since 2009.

In November 2015, the Chairman of the Council attended the closing general assembly of the ES
which discussed the performance of the ESF. After 33 organisations withdrew from the ESF, at the end
2015 the association consisted of 13 organisations from 11 European states. Starting with 2016, the
membership of the Council in the ESF was terminated.

An assembly of institutions funding and implementing national research that took place on 21
October 2011 in Berlin announced a launch of a new Association Science Europe. The Association Sciel
Europe unites 47 institutions engaged in funding and impletng research (including the Council) from
27 European states.

On1Zmp ! LINA f HAaMpIZ GKS /KFEANXYIY 2F GKS -éveldzy O
workshop, European Research Area, and the General Assembly of Science Europe held in Vienna (Repu
of Austria). The workshop on the European Research Arearagudar annual event, bringing together
Ministers of European States, heads and representatives of organisations funding national researcl
activities or engaged in research.

The general Assembly of Science Europe approved the reports of the Associa20id 49 discussed
the issue of setting up the standing Research Committee, the procedures for selecting candidates to b
members of the Committees, and approved the candidates, discussed the performance of other
committees and the emergence of new struaar

The Council is engaged in the activities of several working groups of the Science Europe Associatic
At the working groupOpen Access to Research Infrastructubes Council is represented by Prof. Algis
Y NUzLJF @A 6 A dza X | y R igtidBeledate withé CouriciBiie Mbrking froupRés€arch Data.

LY HAampXZ (GKS A0S /KIFIANI 2F (GKS /2dzyOAt > | yR
attended three meetings of the Access to Data working group of the Science Europe Assottiation;
agenda of the meetings included examination and evaluation of the accomplishments during the term of
GKS ¢2N]JAy3 3INRdzLE FYyR GKS Y2ad AYLRNIFIYyG Ayad
(comprehensive overview of the situation), and thginion of the Science Europe Association on TDM (text
and data mining) that will be presented to the European Commission and the Parliament who are working
on updating copyright policy. Another very important accomplishment was the Glossary of Data
Manads YSYy i ¢SNXxa O2YLIAfSR o0& tNRFP wnil tSGENFdzA] |}
Netherlands; the Glossary will facilitate a uniform understanding of the terms used in docum&u®nte
Europe The most recent seminar of this workingogp in October 2015 discussed the importance of
content mining for science. The seminar discussed theasellysis carried out by members of the group,
and elected a new Chairperson of the group. The meeting of the Board of the Science Europe Associatic
scheduled for Q1 2016 will discuss the future of this working group.

In 2015,F NBLINBaSyidl A0S 2F (GKS [/ 2dzyOAf F'f3A4&a YN
ANRdzL) WhLISy FO00Saa (2 NBASEHNODK AYFNI &idNHzOG dzNB & ¢
Maessen (Netherlands Organisations for Scientific ResearchRi@addo Migueis (Foundation for Science
FYR ¢SOKy2f23&8 2F t2NIdzaArf0 RNBg dzZl) | EoopEase |
/| 22LISNF GA2Y FT2N) wSaSFNOK AYFNI a0NUHzOGdzZNB& Ay 9 dzN.
researchinfrastructures, cooperation in Europe, presenting an overview of the different national research
infrastructures, and 15 recommendations for the development of strategic priorities, funding and
international collaboration of RIs.

2.3.5.  Researchers in motion network EURAXESS
During 2015, the Council was continuing its activities within EURAXESS, the network of the Europes
national centres of mobility in research; the Council was consulting and providing practical information to

researchers and scholars on midlgiin Lithuania and abroad, was managing the website www.euraxess.It,
on which the Council was publishing information about events, placing work ads for scholars and
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researchers in Lithuania and foreign states, possibilities for funding research amdshipe studies. In
2015, the EURAXESS website published informatid@&i vacancies Lithuanian

A representative of the Council was attending events organised for national focal points of EURAXES
centres and the administrators of the national EURAXMXE®et websites.

2.3.6.  Otherinternational cooperation activities

In Lithuania the Council represents thimrwegian Social Science Data Servis&D, (replaced the
European  Science  Foundation which  has terminated its activity ¢ more at
http://www.esf.org/index.php?id=4813pnd continues managing the European Reference Index for the
Humanities (ERIH PLU®}ts://dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseingskanaler/erihplug. On 2829 May 2015, a
representative of Lithuania, the Vigghair of the Research Council, and th®i€ of the HSS Committee
whnil tSGINIdza(lAGT FGGSYRSR GKS F2dzyRAy3a O2y FTSNE
the ERIN PLUS index compilers is of utmost importance for Lithuania for several reasons. First, the index i
leverage when asssing any HSS publications that are not included in the bibliometric databases, i.e.
scientific journals published in Lithuania should be included in the list and thus become more visible.
Another reason is that by managing the ERIH PLUS the NSD willt@rangosupport the registering and
rating of Lithuanian HSS journals, and encourage the publishers of such registered journals to provid
information on the regularity and the quality of the journals they publish to the NSD. Having developed into
a database for national publications the ERIH could further integrate the Lituanistika DB that will soon enter
its fourth financing period.

tKS aO0OASYGAFAO ASONBGFNE 2F GKS [/ 2dzyOAf 5N
science hosted by UBSCO (Poland, Germany and Austria national commissions) and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Poland, held onclP September 2015 in Warsaw. Sustainability is a science that is
structurally and methodologically suitable for addressing any major chakenigee contemporary world
most of all needs problerhased research, while multidisciplinarity is a prerequisite for the sustainable
development of science. Sustainable development is related not only to the environment, but also requires
social and demogghic changes and the modernisation of institutions. This is specifically relevant for the
Central and Eastern European region. The purpose of the workshop was to consolidate the agreement
entered into at a seminar in Bratislava in 2014, to prepare forsiliemission of a project to the European
Commission. It was noted in particular that sustainable development should not be an object of political
fights, therefore it was absolutely necessary to include representatives of all political forces in the
discusions. For the development to be sustainable, it is necessary to implement joint international and
regional projects to change the classification of science fields, as the current classification is an obstacle
training interdisciplinary doctoral degrebolders. The Living Lab could be used as a methodological
instrument for identifying problems, as well as for addressing them. The working groups discussed the ide
of the project to be submitted to the European Commission, expectations as to the rgsotestial
partners and the progress in developing the project. Representatives of Germany agreed to act a
coordinators of the project.

In response to a request of th®tate Fund for Fundamental ReseaotHJkraine, and a call of the
Ministry of Education Yy R { OASy O0S 2F G(KS w[ GKS /2dzyOAf RSt S
to deliver a presentation on the competitiveased funding of science implemented by the Council at the
GRANT 201%tp://enggrant2015.dffd.gov.uphosted by the Fund on¢2 October 2015. During the visit to
Ukraine, a meeting was arranged with the VReesident of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine to
discusghe desire for close cooperation within the Europd@search Area.

The Council has been developing cooperation with a number of foreign countries of high scientific
level. On 7 October 2015, the University of Tokyo (Japan) hosted the second joint Lithispaaese
science symposium dedicated to life saes. The symposium was organised and hosted byJ#pan
Society for the Promotion of Sciend&PS), the Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania in Japan, the University
of Tokyo and the Council. Representatives of the Council were among the attendeessyfrthesium;
presentations were delivered by 14 scholars, sefrem each Lithuania and Japan. Representatives of the
Council met representatives of the JSPS and discussed possibilities for further cooperation. Now, &
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relations between Lithuanian and Jamse scientists are intensifying the two institutions expect to
conclude an interinstitutional agreement to fund joint research projects in the future.

The key subject matter of the VII World Science Forum held;@rOttober 20151 Budapest (more
at: http://www.sciforum.hu/) was the Enabling Power of Science). The Forum held six plenary and nine
thematic sessions; 70 speakers representing science, politics and society delivered presentations. Tt
Forum reflected on tlte way science opens new paths for the improvement of human life, business
innovation and policymaking. Participants discussed communication between science and society,
different aspects of confidence in science, the role of science in seeking and imagjaeace, the power
of the human brain, innovation ecosystems, the challenges of international cooperation, global healthcare
policies, renewable energy resources, light technologies, and the contribution of science in mitigating
disaster consequenced.he themes considered at the Forum covered two main aspecsstainable
development and the advisory role of science for peiitgkers. The Forum discussed how science could
facilitate implementation of the 17 sustainable development objectives apprdoedmplementation by
2030 by the United Nations, and help in facing the challenges that lie ahe#ue ahankind in this
ambitious path. Following an intensive thrdays of discussions the Forum adopted the Declaration of the
World Science Forum on thenabling power of sciencehttp://www.sciforum.hu/declaration/2015
declarationon-the-enablingpower-of-science.htm). At the Forum the Council was i & Sy 4§ SR 06 @
ViuiSy T RANBOG2NI 2F GKS wSaSIkNOK C2dzyRFEGA2Y X | yR
Council.

2.4. Other projects implemented by the Council

2.4.1.  FP7 project Servicizing Policy for Resource Efficient Economy (SPREE)

The year 2015 was the lagear of the threeyear projectServicizing Policy for Resource Efficient
Economy(SPREE) under the FRprogramme. The aim of the SPREE project is to identify potential
G{ SNDAOAT Ay3a t2tA0e tI O113Sa¢ T2N {K&e tiedrankitoh A & K
from selling products to providing services. An advanced ABased Modelling (ABM) approach is used to
structure and test options for Servicizing Systems and Policies, which would eventually encourag
participants to seek more rathal use of resources, and facilitate a transition from selling products to
providing services.

The participants of SPREE in Lithuania in cooperation with a team from Santiago de Compostel
University carried out studies in the agricultural sector, andtipgated in developing the Integrated
Harmful Organism Control (IHOC) service system model. The project implementers considered possibilitie
for encouraging farmers to avail themselves of crop protection service providers, instead of doing this by
themsdves. The Spanish researchers were examining the opportunities for promoting protection products
in vineyards, and Lithuanian researchers were more interested in the use of the products in growing
rapeseed

The SPREE project brought together ten teams ftben United Kingdom, Sweden, Netherlands,
Spain, Lithuania, Finland and Israel for cooperation. The project implementers were modelling the
servicizing opportunities in three sectors: water sector (useder processing and rainwater collection
service syem), mobility sector (car and bicycle or rental services system), andoagkisector (integrated
pest management service system). The results of the project were presented in the internet website of the
European Commission.

The total value of the projeéavas EUR 3,011,500, of which EUR 180,200 was allocated to the Council.
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2.4.2.  The Seventh FP project Open Access Policy Alignment Strategies for European Union
Research (PASTEUR40A)

During 2015, the Council continued the implementation of the project Open Addaigcy Alignment
Strategies for European Union Research, hereinaftB’ASTEUR40A. The-80nth PASTEUR40A project
was launched in February 2014 in cooperation with another 15 organisations from different EU Member
States. PASTEUR40A supports the aimneburaging the development of matching policies on Open
1 00Saa FyR hLSy 5FGF Ay GKS 9dz2NRBLISIY !'yAzy>
Recommendation on Access to aRdeservation of @entific Information (July 2012) and in view of
maximizingalignment with the Horizon 2020 policy on access to the research funded by the Commission.
The project is expected to facilitate developing and/or reinforcing Open Access strategies and policies &
the national level and their coordination among all Memisates.

During the reportingperiod, efforts were continued to develop a coordinated cooperation network
Knowledge Net for specialised national centres which will facilitate the formation of an open access policy
in Europe. In Lithuania, the Council ig tational centre. One result of the project is a completed typology
constituting a framework for classifying national and institutional Open Access approaches, having
identified in addition the factors determining their efficiency. The project implementdrew up and
published abundant material facilitating drawing up Open Access provisions on the national and
institutional level, introducing best practice examples, case studies, templates and diagrams, etc.

As part of the project, numerous regional semis are organised for representatives of palicy
makers and representatives of research institutions. Representatives of the Council together with
specialists from four Lithuanian universities and the Ministry of Education and Science participated in the
Eastern European region semin®orking Together to Promote Open Access Policy Alignment in Europe
held on 2930 October 2015 in Budapest (Hungary).

In July 2015, the Council hosted a seminar in Vilnius to discuss the most relevant issues related to th
building of open access to research publications and data policy; the seminar also published two interview
with visiting speakers (see Secti@nl.7 of the Report). Representatives of the Council cooperated in
organising a cycle of FOSTER semi@gen science for young researchers: challenges and opportdaities
Lithuanian researchers (coordinatgKaunas University of Technology).

Information about the project and the Open Access is published regularly andtagodn the
internet website of the Council.

2.4.3.  Technical assistance for the implementation of the Global grant

Order No. 1K83 of 31 August 2009 of the Minister of Finance of th®©RLtheAppointment of the
GlobalGrant Manager(with subsequent amendmes} appointed the Council to act as the manager of the
Global Grant responsible for the implementation of Measure No.-3B+ a a07-K Support to Research
Activities of Scientists and Other Researck@isbal Grant) of Priority 3 of t@perational Programme for
Human Resources Developmewtith a view to implementing the Global Grant measure appropriately the
Council and the PE Central Project Management Agency have concluded two agreements concernir
implementation of the projectsSupport to research agities of scientists and other researchers (Global
Grant)(No. VP15.1-FM-01-V-02-001), andnformation and publicity of the Global Grant meas(iMe. VP1
5.2-FM-01-V-02-001). The principal purpose of these technical support projects is to ensure appeopria
financial and technical conditions for the administration, information and publicity of the Global Grant
measure.

The technical support project No. VBNI-FM-01-V-02-001 (administration activities) was allocated
EUR 448,911 in 2015 (of which EUR 23bwés allocated for salaries); EUR 448,319.83 was absorbed. The
technical support project No. VFBL2-FM-01-V-02-001 (publicity activities) was allocated EUR 28,962 in
2015; EUR 28,960.87 was absorbed.

With a view to ensuring the efficient management angpblementation of the Global Grant measure,
favourable working conditions and adequate remuneration were provided to the employees performing
functions related to the implementation of the programrbased competitive financing: 17 working places
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were creata, the participating employees were enhancing their professional qualification and benefited
from possibilities to advance their professional knowledge and skills at Lithuanian and foreign training
centres.

The results of the publicity actions relatedttte Global Grant measure are published in the website
www.Imt.lt. The events that attracted significant attention of researchers and researchers were the
information events, seminars and training session for applicantsjeptr implementers, research and
studies institutions, and the closing confereri8g investing we seek excellence in reseafdfieasure No.
VP13.1-~ a a07-K Support to research activities of scientists and other researc{@isbal grant).
Altogether 21 @isodes presenting the Council and its activities were shown on national TV.

3. The organisational structure of the Council

The Council is made up of the Board, two expert commitieése Committee of Humanities and
Social Sciences, and the Committee ofuxa and Technical Sciences, and the Research Foundation of the
Council (hereinafte the Research Foundation). The committees of the Council are authorised to pass
decisions on issues related to the research areas under their supervision. The BdadTafuincil, whose
activities were carried out by the Chairman of the Board, includes Chairmen of the Committees, the
Scientific Secretary, a representative appointed by the Committee of Education, Science and Culture of th
Parliament, representatives dejated by the Prime Minister, Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of
Finance, Lithuanian Academy of Sciences draws up the agenda of plenary meetings, approves the exps
groups proposed by the Committees and tackles other issues.

In 2015the Cound held five meetings, and the Board met on 20 occasions. In the course of the year
the Council passed 11 Resolutions, in addition to 117 Resolutions of the Board.

The functions of the Research Foundation of the Council include implementation of Resolution
passed by the Council, administration of calls for proposals, organisation of the expert evaluation process
also provision of assistance at meetings of different commissions and working groups operating within the
Council, drafting of descriptions of gmedures for the implementation of the Council's activities and of
other procedural regulations, organisation of activities of the Council, drafting of documents related to the
administration of State funds and the funds allocated under the EU structssadtance for the promotion
of science, research and development activities. In pursuit of its strategic objectives the Council was
developing and ensuring the administrative activity of the Research Foundation, professional developmen
of its staff membes, managing its financial accounting and improving the relevant legal regulation.

The Research Foundation consists of 7 Units (the structure approved by Resolution-Nof 8V
September 2013 of the Board of the Council). In November 2015, three new Weie added to the
structure of the Research Foundation: the EU Structural Assistance for Research, the EU Structur
Assistance for the Development of Researchers' Abilities, and the EU Structural Assistance Coordinatic
Unit. The decisions to open thesew units were passed in view of the new period of the EU structural
assistance, as the new units will be performing functions assigned to the Council related to administratior
of the EU structural funds for 2012D20.

According to Resolution No. $4463 of the Board of the Parliament of the RL starting with 2012
the total maximum permissible number of civil servants and employees working under employment
contracts at the Research Foundation of the Council is 45 positions. According to ResolutioAiS833SV
of 17 December 2014 of the Board of the Parliament of th&€Bhcerning thé\pproval of theMaximum
Permitted Number ofPositions ofPublic Servants andEmployeesWorking underEmploymentContracts in
the Administration of the Research Council dhlianiathe maximum permissible number of civil servants
and employees working under employment contracts in the administration of the Council and remunerated
from the EU and the international technical assistance funds was increased to 44 positionks,lth2ge
were 18 employees working at the Global Grant Unit; upon the expiry of the EU structural assistance perio
in 20042013 (as of 31 December 2015) the employees of the unit were transferred to the three new units.
In 2016, for the purpose of ensag proper administration of the functions related to the administration of
the EU structural assistance the Council intends to recruit new employees for the remaining 26 positions.
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The Board of the Parliament does not establish any maximum permissibl®enuai positions
funded from the EU structural funds. Other activities terminated in 2015 were those of projects funded
under the EU structural funds and employing 12 positions.

The Board of the Parliament does not establish any maximum permissible nushlsitions
funded according to the LithuanigBwiss cooperation programme; in 2015 there were 6 such positions
(Table 14).

In 2014, the Research Foundation of the Council had 89 positions: 44 positions funded from the Stat
budget appropriations, and 4#ositions funded by the EU and according to the technical assistance
instruments of international financial support arrangements.

Table 14.Total positions at the Council

Positions at the Council in 2015

Members of the Counci29

Employees of the Rearch Foundation of the Council

¢ positions funded from the State budget5

positions funded by the EU and according to the technical assistance instruments of intern
financial support arrangements 44 (public servants and employees workingder employment
contracts and paid from the technical assistance of the EU structural funds fog2¥, and the
technical assistance of the EU structural funds for 22020).

¢ positions funded from the EU structural funds (in other EU structunadi$uproject$. 12*(end-2015)and 0*
positions at the end of 2015.

¢ positions funded from the Swizz assistance faci@ty:

* - positions not included into the maximum allowable number of positions (see the text).

4. Promotion of the activities of the Council

The Council regularly informs Lithuanian scholars, research and studies institutions, also the
authorities contributing to the formation of science policy, and the media about any new programmes and
the opportunities offered by them, calls for propdsaresults of competitions, and any other activities of
the Council, such as coordination of the issues related to Open Access, international cooperation, update
on the programmes of the European Commission coordinated by the Council in Lithuaniatievabfia
research (art) papers, development of the EU investment in science, etc.

With a view to introducing applicants and project implementers to the regulations of competitions
and the requirements for projects in progress the Council organises meetiitlys the academic
community several times per year. Ordinarily the events are held pending the publication of calls for
proposals according to the areas of research supported by the Council, or following such publication. Th
research community is always active participant of such events.

In 2015, the Council hosted more than 30 events on different issues relevant for Lithuania and the
entire Lithuanian community (22 information days and consultations and 8 events intended for an audience
beyond the aademic community, such as symposiums, conferences and discussions). A symposium fc
Lithuanian and Japanese researchers was held in Tokyo with the assistance of the Embassy of Lithuanie
Japan and in cooperation with the JSPS. For the purpose of praptbgnopportunities to cooperate with
Lithuanian researchers the Council was among the participants of the World Lithuanian Economic Forur
held in Tel Aviv (Israel) on 22 October 2015. At the end of the year the Council hosted a confeigyce
investingwe seek excellence in reseastimmarising the results of the EU structural assistance measure
Global Grant.

The internet website of the Council has about 2,000 subscribers (unique addresses). In the course ¢
the year, the Council published nearly 200fafiént notices. Most of the notices concerned calls for
proposals, results of the different competitions, competitive funding measures, as well as information
about other activities of the Council, such as insight statements, proposals, public discus$mns,
Significant attention is dedicated to international events, the information of other institutions about
competitions or events that may be relevant or of interest to the Lithuanian research community.
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The website of the Council has become a gateway ithuanian research and studies institutions to
search for information on competitions for positions in research and studies institutions and dissertations
defended in Lithuania. By 31 December 2015, the database of defended dissertations contaihd¢B@8a
entries.

The system for presenting the results of competitions to the scientific community and the public at
large is still being further improved. In 2016, the Council will introduce an electronic search table designec
to facilitate the search ofompetition results for applicants and enabling internet users to becames
familiar with the results of research activities attained within the projects financed by the Council. The
Council was also improving the electronic system for submission areftexyaluation of proposals and
reports.

The Council continues to develop the database of proposals submitted to the Council, completed anc
on-going projects, accumulating information about research projects and proposals that were or are
financed by the Guncil. Thus, while respecting the rights of applicants and implementers the Council seeks
to provide more clarity to the public and ensure higher transparency about the course of examining and
selecting proposals, the content of the research projectsagpess or completed.

In order to present its activities to the public, the Council sought and started using more diversified
tools and instruments, such as advertisement billboards, internet banners, information diagrams, fliers and
the distinguishingigns of such tools, and used to:

1. Introduce the open partnership measure

OPEN

PARTNERSHIP

2. Introduce national research programmes
NACIONALINES

MOKSLO

PROGRAMOS

3. Introduce the national Lithuanian studies development programme for 2%

NACIONALINE
LITUANISTIKOS
| PLETROS 2009-2015
METY PROGRAMA

The Council prepares and circulates on a continuous basss peleases, commentaries about its
activities, events and other news, or provides information according to inquiries to the media. With a view
to more comprehensively presenting the research and the results obtained as a result of the projects
funded bythe Council to society, starting with the end of 2015 the Council started drawing up and
presenting to the public a series of articlesmatw.delfi.lt, SectionConceived in Lithuani&ith.¢ Sugalvota
Lietuvoje)The Cdzy OAf | f a2 NBaLRyRSR (2 GKS [LIISFf 2F (K
selecting the nominees for the Mini Nobel awards introduced by the magazine at the beginning of every
year.

In 2015, the Council updated the publication introduciitg activities. The Council was also
AYGNRRAzZOSR Ay | Lzt AOFGA2Y W2K2 L& 2K2Q0®

5. Budgetary appropriations and the use of funds

Appropriations planned for 201§ EUR 23,549,554. The data are broken down according to the
approved programmes and presentedliable 15.
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Table 15. Appropriations to the Council in 2015

Plan for the
Financing repo.rtlng Appropriati Deviation  Complet
Program . period .
source Measure title . : ons used (5¢4), ion
me code including A s
code . 09, wQ 09 wQ %
adjustments
09 wQ
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Development of the national higher
01001 1.1.1.1.1.  education and research system (State 18090.2 18015.3 74.9 99.9
budget funds)
1.2.3.1.23/ Development of the national higher
01001 1'3'3'1'24 education and research system (the 1190 101.5 175 85.3

Swiss Programme)
Development of the national higher
01001 1.3.2.3.1.  education and research system 4,228.5 3,102.1 1,126.4 73.4
(European Union structural funds)
Development of the national research
and studies system (technical asaiste
from the European Union structural
funds for 200€2013)
Development of the national research
1.2.2.7.2/  and studies system (technical assistanc
1.3.2.7.2 from the European Union structural
funds for 20142020)
Development of the national research
01001 14111 and studies system. Contributions from 43.4 5.9 375 13.7
the income of budgetary institutions

Total: 23,549.5 21,725.4 1,824.1 92.3

01001 1.3.2.3.2. 477.9 477.3 0.6 99.9

01001 590.5 23.3 567.2 3.9

The funds not absorbed under the measirevelopment bthe national research and studies system
(State budget funds) (management costs and funding of science) accounted for EUR 74,900. The large
share of the funds that were not absorbed (EUR 38,300) consisted of the funds for wages and soci:
insurance, ad the funds (EUR 36,500) that were allocated but not yet used to fund research and other
activities (were returned to the budget).

The funds not absorbed under the measirevelopment of the national research and studies system
of the Global Grant amountetb EUR 1,126,400. The reasons for not using the full amount of the funds
were rather diversified, including such as the Ministry of Education and Science of the RL, financic
adjustments applied to project implementers due to failure to fulfil contractidigations, and the setting
off of advances paid to institutions.

The amount of funds not absorbed under the meashevelopment of the national research and
studies systenfLithuanianSwiss Cooperation Programme to reduce economic and social dispavitign
the enlarged European Union) of the programiResearch and developmewas EUR 17,500. The funds
were not absorbed for a number of reasons, such as the funds in the wages and social insurance lines a:
balance due to a disproportional allocatiamong funding sources, some funds in the service line having
acquired services at a lower price than originally planned, or because the procurement of some of the
services was transferred to 2016 because the duration of the project was extended.

The fundsof the measureDevelopment of the national research and studies systéethnical
assistance, 20@2013) (EU funds) were used according to the plan (99.9 %).

Some EUR 567,200 were not used according to the med3evelopment of the national research
and dudies systen{Technical assistance, 2@2020) (EU funds). The funds allocated to the Council as the
institution implementing the measures under the Global Grant programme to cover the expenses of
preparatory works and carrying out the activities were @adisorbed, as the Council did not receive any
comments regarding the Management and control system, did not sign the Global Grant management
contracts with the Ministry of Education and Science, and the Ministry of Finance of the RL, and therefore
the actvities were not launched. The coordination actions were launched in 2015, and are still in progress
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Currently the Council is in the process of coordinating with the relevant Ministries the criteria for activity
selection, and drawing up and approving thescriptions for the project funding procedures. The above
actions are prerequisites for maintaining the principles of reasonableness and efficiency when using
allocated funds.

The approved contributions of the Council to the measbeyvelopment of the rienal research and
studies systenmaccording to the Law on the Approval of the Financial Indicators of the State and the
Municipal Budgets was EUR 43,400. The Council provided expert services and its other income frol
operating activities in 2015 amountéd EUR 5,900. The appropriations from the budget received and used
in 2015 totalled EUR 5,900. The contributions from the income of budgetary institutions remained
unabsorbed, because in the course of the reporting year there were not sufficient extedeaksqfrom
other public authorities and/or business entities) to carry out reseaxpert activity or provide relevant
services.

The expenses of the Council in 2015 are shown in Table 16. The Council's management coS
accounted for 6.8%6 of the budgete@ppropriations to the Council.

Table 16. Breakdown of the Council's expenses in 2015 by items

Appropriatio
No. o name amountveed, amouny  Unused funds,
LTL LTL (,EUR'OOO) LTL (EUR'000)
(EUR'000)
1 2 3 4 5 (X4)
1.1. Remuneratbn costs 1,286.3 1,026.4 259.9
1.2. Social insurance costs 398.6 317.6 81.0
1.3. Communications costs 14.8 11.2 3.6
1.4. Business travel costs 103.5 85.9 17.6
15. Publications 0.8 0.8 0.0
1.6. Transportation services 6.5 6.5 0.0
1.7. Copyright agrements 1,746.1 1,621.9 124.2
1.8. Professional development costs 51.5 311 20.4
1.9. Costs of other services 546.8 403.3 143.5
1.10. Other goods 29.8 27.5 2.3
1.11. Other expenses for current needs (Item 2.Bistitutions) 14,999.4 14,962.9 36.5
1.12. Social support (severance pays) 10.3 10.3 0.0
For current needs (transferred funds from the European
1.13. Union, other international financial support and the gener 4,228.5 3,102.1 1,126.4
financing funds) (Item 2.8institutions).
1.14. Noncurrentassets 126.7 117.9 8.8
Total: 23,549.6 21,725.4 1,824.2

The balance of the budgetary funds account at the end of the reporting period was EUR 0.00.
The balance of the funds in th@ther activitiesitem at the end of the reporting period was EUR
818.13.

Chairman of the Council Prof. Dainlza | ® t I dzOlI

29 February 2016
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